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Formjoi nt ventures, entrepreneurs urged

MALAYSI AN and Croatian entrepreneurs are urged to devel op joint ventures,
particularly in power generation, shipbuilding and construction.

Their joint-venture conmpanies can also invest in third countries such as
Bosni a- Her zegovi na, Foreign M nister Datuk Abdull ah Ahnmad Badawi told a
news conference after attending a del egati on neeting between Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad and Croatian Prinme Mnister Zl atko
Mat esa i n Kual a Lunpur yesterday.

Abdul | ah said both | eaders agreed there is need to intensify cooperation
in the three areas because of the edge both have.

"Both | eaders have agreed there has been sonme progress since Dr Mahathir
|l ast visited Croatia in terns of bilateral cooperation but nore needs to
be done.

"They al so enphasi sed the i nportance for cl ose cooperation in the
reconstruction of Bosni a-Herzegovi na," he added.

Citing the tripartite agreerment involving Mal aysia, Croatia and Bosni a-
Her zegovina to reconstruct war-torn Bosnia, Abdullah said there has not
ben rmuch progress on the matter although the cooperation was nooted about
two years ago

"So, both | eaders have placed the inportance of this tripartite joint
venture to nove ahead. They will encourage conpani es concerned to
i medi ately devel op sone projects that they will work together," he added.

In addition to the tripartite cooperation, Abdullah said the Croatian
CGover nnent has suggested t hat Ml aysi a assi st Bosni a- Her zegovina to
devel op their small business or industries.

"They have identified the need to assi st Bosni a-Herzegovina in providing
busi ness and jobs for the many di sarmed sol diers of that war-torn country.

"The Croatian Prine Mnister suggested that perhaps Ml aysia woul d have
some experience in this area of devel opment for small business to help
Bosni a- Her zegovi na, " he added.

Abdul | ah said Malaysia will send officials fromthe Econom c Pl anni ng
Unit to study the situation and identify the possible types of snal
busi nesses that can be introduced to enable disarmed soldiers to
partici pate.

"It is inmportant for these disarmed soldiers to have sone econom ¢
activities. Wthout econom c activities, they would becone unenpl oyed and
this mght result in social problens in Bosnia-Herzegovina in future," he
sai d.

On the political front in Bosnia Herzegovina, Abdullah said the Croatian
Prime M nister has given the assurance that Zagreb will stand firminits
policy to see that the Bosnia federati on succeeds.

He said Matesa had said that those who opposed the i nplenentation of the
Dayt on Peace Accord will be dealt with

"They (Croatian Governnent) will not tolerate those who will create
di sturbance ... if they have sone reasons to cause di sturbance of the
peace accord, they (Croatian Government) would be very tough on this
matter.

"It is the policy of Croatia to see that the Bosnia federation succeeds.
Those who are responsible for the trouble even in Croatia will be severely
dealt with," he added.

Abdul | ah said both prinme ninisters agreed it is inportant that the war-
indicted criminals in Bosnia-Herzegovina be brought to trial at the Hague.



"As long as these war-indicted crimnals are at large, they will affect
peace, " he added.
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