05 FEB 1997
Argam Fai t h
FORMER AL- ARQAM LEADERS PLEDGE TO HELP REHABI LI TATE COLLEAGUES

TAIPING Feb 5 (Bernama) -- Forner |eaders of the banned Al -Argam
noverent, released from Kamunting detention canp here today, pledged to
hel p the governnment in rehabilitating their colleagues and restoring their
true faith.

Speaking for the 14 former detainees, Pahrol Mhamad Juoi said they
woul d prove the governnent's confidence in them by helping to rehabiliate
their colleagues as a contribution to Islam and the nation.

"Qur pledge is not just to pacify the governnent, but it is a feeling
of change and repentence in our hearts, which Allah has opened for us to
return to the true faith," he said.

Pahrol is one of the 14 forner Al -Argam | eaders who were detai ned under
the Internal Security Act (ISA) for six nonths.

Except for former Land and Coooperative Devel opment Deputy Director
Ahmad Salim Omar, all were granted a conditional release under the
Restricted Residence Act.

The 12 others rel eased were Nasiruddin Mohd Ai, Mhd Fakhruddin Arrazi
Abdul | ah, Hashi m Ahnad, Hashi m Jaafar, Mhd N zanuddin Asaari, Jafaar
Ahrmad, Hashi m Mohanmmed, Tengku Noriah Tengku Abdul | ah, Azura Ml Yusof,
Mansor Mbhd Noor, Shei kh Abdul Rahman Shei kh Ahmad and Mbhanad Abu Bakar.

According to Pahrol, he and his coll eagues who have been restricted to
various districts in Perak, Pahang, Negeri Senbilan, Ml aka and Pul au
Pinang woul d strengthen their famly institution to the true Islanmic
bel i ef .

Recalling their rehabilitation at the canp, he said their first 16 days
at the canp was the nost vital in their strive towards a change of thinking
and belief.

That period was indeed unique where the officer assigned to help in
their rehabilitation had exposed them to various dinensions, like religion,
civic consciousness, social consciousness as well as the country's |laws and
the objectives of Vision 2020, he said.

"From here we see the government's direction is simlar to our
aspirations and struggles, only they differ in the approach, and we have
gone far astray," he added.

Pahrol said he and his collegues were conmmtted to help in efforts
directed at faith cleansing of other colleagues on a nore conprehensive
approach

"We are thankful to the governnent, in particular Prine Mnister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad, Deputy Home M nister Datuk Megat Junid Megat
Ayob, the Police, National Civics Bureau, and Pusat Islam for having given
us anot her chance,” he added.

Universiti Sains Malaysia (USM |ecturer Dr Mansor Mhanmad Noor, 45
said all concerned should be sensitive to religious novenents, as any
untoward activity, if not restrained, could destroy the nation.

According to himthe problem was the nisinterpretation of religious
teachings and the obligations of a Mislim as rendered by Allah to his
Prophet .

"Wthout realising it, we canme under the influence of Asaari Mohanad,
the novenment |eader, and at that time we were prepared to do anything as
directed by him even to carry our the holy war,"” he said.

Asked what he would do if he met Asaari, Mansor said he would explain
to Asaari the true belief and it would be up to himto accept or reject it.



Meanwhil e, Ahnmad Salims w fe, Mislamah Mhanmad, who was net outside
the canp, said she had not expected her husband to be rel eased before the
Hari Raya.

"My children and | had planned to celebrate the Hari Raya together with
the wives of other detainees at the canp here on the first day of the
festival. But with their release today, we will have a nore joyful Hari
Raya, " she said. -- BERNAMA
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