29/ 01/ 1997
Fostering |l ove for nature in garden visit

I zat un Hani m Shari

AN outing to the orchid and hi bi scus garden near Tasi k Perdana, Kual a
Lunpur, proved to be educational trip for children of the Red Triangle
Club of YMCA KL.

The children | earned about flowers and pl ants.

The outing, themed Fl owers, was ainmed at inculcating a | ove for nature
and the environnent anong the children. It was al so an opportunity for
themto devel op sel f-confidence.

Led by two YMCA programme staff, Mhanad Mazl an | shak and Wbng Peck Lin,
the 14 children aged six to 12 were taught the general characteristics of
flowers and plants in the garden.

Mohamad Mazl an al so gave a sinple outline to each child as a gui de.

The nenbers al so had to answer sinple questions about the garden,
flowers and pl ants.

Paul ynn Pook Wi Ling, 10, enjoyed herself as she | earnt about different
types of orchids.

She al so found out that some were naned after Prine Mnister Datuk Seri
Dr Mahat hir Mohamad and his wife Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mohd Ali.

Premen Daven, 11, |earned about how fl owers and pl ants grew.

Kassri Harlili Ahmad Tarm zi, 12, was happy about the trip as he was
able to mix with other children.

Wing said the Red Triangle Club nmenbers go on trips to tourist spots
once a nont h.

She said the club has educational and recreational activities to
encourage group participation.

"Through the trip, the children get to know that there are different
types of orchids and other plants.”

Wing said to be a nenber of the Red Triangle C ub, children have to
becone a juni or nenber of YMCA

She said YWCA was planning to stage a drama to give children sone acting
skills and to develop their creativity and sel f-confi dence.

"The association also has a Day Canp for children aged five to 13 during
school hol i days.

"The children are divided into three groups - five to seven years, eight
to 10, and 11 to 13," she said. The progranme is open to all

Wwng said the Day Canp hel ped to uncover children's talent in nusic,
song, dramm, poetry and dance. It has been held in Al ang Sedayu i n Gonbak,
Taman Pertanian in Shah Alam U u Yamand FRIMin Kepong.

"YMCA al so has a programmre for youths aged 18 to 40 called Youth
Recreational Activities and runs a senior citizens club for those aged 55
and above."

The annual mnenbership fee for a junior YMCA nmenber is RVBO while
menbership fee for the Red Triangle Club is RML4. Those interested can
contact Wong or LimJit Kit at 03-2741439 ext 114.
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