12/ 03/ 1997
Fong: Canning will humiliate pupils

Chok Suat Ling

KUALA LUMPUR, Tues. - The Education M nistry, apprehensive of using caning
as a deterrent, feels this practice will only further hunmiliate a pupi

and in the process fail to change his errant ways.

Deputy Education M nister Datuk Dr Fong Chan Onn said today public
caning would humliate a pupil to such an extent that "he will not be able
to recover fromit and thus be unable to change his ways.

"Caning now is done in the school head's office with only one w tness
present. It is severe enough because pupils outside can hear what is going
on in the room

"It is already very hunmiliating for himthis way," Fong said after a
briefing by Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad on social ills
and the Multi medi a Supercorridor at the Putra Wrld Trade Centre.

Dr Mahat hir addressed a gathering of 1,000 Barisan Nasi onal conponent
party | eaders, MPs, State Assenbl ynen, senators and | ocal councillors.

Fong said the current Education Mnistry regulation states that caning
could only be nmeted out by school heads or anyone to whomthey del egate
this power.

"Boys can be caned on the buttocks or palns but girls cannot be caned at
all," he said.

The National Union of Teachi ng Profession had yesterday suggested that
school s enforce public caning to help check the increase in social
probl ens af fecting youths.

NUTP secretary-general N. Siva Subranani amsaid teachers should be
all owed to cane problempupils. He added that at present, only headnasters
and di sciplinary teachers could do so.

Si va said pupils who had assaulted principles and teachers, vandali sed
school and public property, and who were involved in fights shoul d be
publicly caned.

"This will deter others fromsuch acts and force themto becone nore
di sciplined," he said.

He added that counselling and psychol ogi cal assistance given to probl em
pupi | s were not working, and schools did not take nmuch action when pupils
pl ayed truant or were absent from school w thout good reason

He was commenting on the detention of 78 pupils by the Larut Matang and
Sel ama police who found them patronising an illegal video arcade at the
Tapi ng bus term nal on Sunday.

The pupils, aged between 15 and 18, fromsix schools in the Larut Matang
and Sel ama districts in Perak, were in school uniformwhen they were
pi cked up.

The Sarawak Teachers' Union had al so urged the Education Mnistry to
rei ntroduce caning in schools to restore discipline and order anmong
pupils.

Its president WlliamGani Bina said that if caning were reintroduced,
the ministry should draw proper guidelines to ensure that teachers or
school heads did not go overboard.
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