07/ 06/ 1997
Four new faces in Sel angor Exco line-up (HL)

Sa' odah Elias

SHAH ALAM Fri. - Menteri Besar Datuk Abu Hassan Omar today nanmed four new
faces to the State Executive Council and dropped Datuk Mohd Aini Taib and
S. Rajagopal, the State Assenbl ymen for Sungai Burung and Bukit Raja
respectively, fromthe line-up

Mohd Ai ni was the chairman of two committees, State Finance and Budget,
and Local Authority and Urbani sation, while Rajagopal headed the Unity,
Estate and M ne Workers Housi ng and Consuner Affairs Committee.

The four new faces are: Datuk Mohd Sharif Jajang (State Assenbl yman for
Dengkil), K. Sivalingam (ljok), Dr Pius Martin (Bukit Lanjan) and Datuk
Fuad Hassan (Hul u Kel ang).

Sharif, 54, is former Menber of Parlianent for Sepang; Martin, 62, is a
CGer akan deputy speaker and central conmttee nenber; Sivalingam 48, is a
State M C executive council menber and chairman of the Shah Alam M C
di vi sion and Fuad, 45, is a prom nent youth | eader

Abu Hassan was sworn in before the Sultan of Selangor at |stana Al am
Shah this afternoon with a pledge to run a clean, comitted and efficient
Gover nment .

Al'so sworn in were nine of the 10 Exco nenbers. The absentee was Martin
who is away on holiday in South Korea.

Except for Abu Hassan who holds five portfolios - Religious Affairs,

Fi nance and Budget, Pl anning, Privatisation and Land and Housing - each of
the Exco nmenbers now hol ds two portfolios.

The Exco, which was nade up of eight nenbers previously, had two nore
posts approved by the State Assenbly, but these were |l eft vacant by fornmer
Menteri Besar Tan Sri Muhammad Muhanmmad Tai b who resigned on April 14.

In announcing his line-up this norning, Abu Hassan said his decision to
fill the additional posts was to ensure better distribution of the
i ncreasing workload in the State.

"This will enable themto concentrate and performbetter in their
respective portfolios. Previously, sonme held as many as three portfolios
and that had created sone probl ens because those with too nany portfolios
wer e bogged down with work," he added.

Abu Hassan stressed that although nost of the nenbers had been retained,
the Iine-up was decided by himafter consulting the Sultan, Prine M nister
Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mohamad and Acting Prime M nister Datuk Seri Anwar
I brahim

Asked if his decision to drop Mohd Aini and Raj agopal had anything to do
with the Anti-Corruption Agency's investigations into several State
Assenbl ynmen, Abu Hassan sai d:

"I did not say that. They (Mohd Aini and Rajagopal) told ne that they
wanted to concentrate on business so | decided to | eave themout of the
I ine-up so that they can do so without hindrance."

Mohd Ai ni, however, remrmins as Shah Al am Muni ci pal Council president.

Abu Hassan al so said that all the Exco nenbers had been given one nonth
fromnext Wednesday to declare their assets to him

"Al t hough they have nade the declaration to the Anti-Corrupti on Agency,
| still want themto nmake a sinmilar declaration to ne so that | will know
what they now have," he added.

Mohd Ai ni was anpbng si x candi dates who were disqualified fromcontesting
Supreme Council seats in last year's Umo el ections, over involvenent in
nmoney politics.



The others were Perak Exco nember Datuk Dr Abdul Mal ek Hanafiah, Shah
Al am MP Dat uk Sal anon Sal amat, Penang Deputy Chi ef M nister Datuk Mhd
Shariff Omar, former Penang Exco menber Datuk Abdul Latiff Mrasa and
Johor Exco nenber Adam Hami d.
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