10 MAR 1997

FRANCE KEEN TO JO N ASEAN REG ONAL FORUM

KUALA LUVMPUR, March 10 (Bernama) -- France today conveyed its desire to
becomre a nmenber of the Asean Regional Forum (ARF) to Prine M nister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanmad.

Visiting French Defence Mnister Charles MIlon raised the possibility
with Dr Mahathir when he called on himat his office in the Prine
M ni ster's Departnent.

Briefing the press on the tal ks, Ml aysian Defence M nister Datuk Syed
Hanmi d Al bar said apart fromits |links with Asean via the European Union,
France al so hoped to join the ARF.

M1llon also sought Dr Mahathir's views on regional and international
i ssues and they discussed the role France could play to strengthen ties
between his country and Mal aysia and between Asean and the EU.

MIllon also offered France's expertise and technology in the field of
devel opnent and research.

"The Prime Mnister gave his views on regional and international
i ssues," Syed Hami d added.

MIllon arrived here yesterday for a three-day visit. -- BERNAVA
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