11/ 03/ 1997
France wants individual role in Asean forum

Kamar ul Yunus

FRANCE wants to be a dial ogue partner in the Asean Regi onal Forum (ARF) on
its own to strengthen rel ati ons between France and Asean and contri bute
play its role in the region nore effectively.

This was conveyed by France Defence Mnister Charles MIlon during his
meeting with Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad in Kual a Lunpur
yest er day.

Def ence M ni ster Datuk Syed Ham d Al bar, who was present at the neeting,
told reporters that MIlon voiced France's intention to the Prine M nister
to participate in the ARF individually rather than as a representative
from Eur opean Uni on.

In response to France's request, Syed Hami d said, Dr Mahathir expl ai ned
that the ARF has its own format and this proposal will have to be
di scussed anmong foreign mnisters in the ARF, including its other dial ogue
partners.

The ARF, a forumto discuss on issues pertaining to regional security
and stability in the Asia Pacific region, was first held in Bangkok in
1994.

Besi des the seven Asean countries, the ARF di al ogue partners are
Australia, Canada, China, the European Union, |India, Japan, New Zeal and,
Russi a, South Korea and the US.

Asean currently groups Brunei, |ndonesia, Singapore, the Philippines,
Thai |l and, Vi etnam and Ml aysi a. Canbodi a, Laos and Myanmar are expected to
join Asean in Decenber, to conplete the Asean-10.

Apart fromthe ARF, Syed Ham d said, MIlon asked Dr Mahathir for his
views on current regional issues and the role that France can contribute
to strengthen the rel ati onshi p between France and Mal aysia, as well as
bet ween t he European Uni on and Asean.

He said France is offering Malaysia its expertise in devel opi ng
technol ogy in the country and cooperation in various fields such as
devel opnent and educati on

"Dr Mahathir explained to MIIon Malaysia's stands and his own views on
regional and international matters," he added

MIllon is on a three-day visit to Ml aysi a.

Bernama reports: Ml aysia and France yesterday signed a security
agreenent enabling both countries to exchange information on intelligence
nmatters.

Syed Hanmid said the main aimof the agreenment is to regul ate and provide
nmeasures to ensure the protection and exchange of classified information
bet ween the two countries.

He said the two countries also agreed to maintain the confidentiality of
the source and the type of the information being exchanged.
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