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Frenetic pace to build a newcity

Carol yn Hong

THE frantic activity in MEC City - the site of an electrical appliance
i ndustrial park-cumtownship in Kuantan - is exhausting, even just to
wat ch.

As we stepped out of the air-conditioned car into the heat and dazzling
sunl i ght of |ast Thursday norning, we were surrounded by a confusion of
600 wor kers rushi ng about.

There was plenty to do and just three days to do it all

Sector One of Phase One (sited on 120ha, 10 per cent of the 1, 215-
hectare project) was due for its official launch by Prinme Mnister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad shortly.

The Prinme M nister visits the project today.

The first products - air-conditioners and refrigerators - are schedul ed
to hit the market by next nmonth, all bearing the Ml aysi an brandnane MEC.
MEC stands for Mal aysian Electric Corporation Bhd. But the project is
not just an industrial park, hence a rather anmbitious "City" tagged on to

its nane.

MEC City includes residential areas, a town centre, parks, shops,
cinemas, recreation areas and of course, the corporate headquarters of
MEC.

Costing RW billion, spanning 12 years and five phases, this project is
| arge enough to give a powerful boost to the Eastern Corridor which the
CGovernnent is set on devel opi ng.

The pace of construction thus far, has been ni nd-boggling.

Have you ever seen walls being prepared for wall papering, am dst
deaf eni ng hamrering of built-in wooden furniture and panelling, and fl oor-
tiling, and ceiling works, and painting, and touching up of the marble
floor, all at the sane tine?

Qutside the building, more workers scurried to turf the bare earth,
pl aster the walls, cenent floors, tar the roads and put finishing touches
on the "waterfall”, all at the same tinme.

Everyt hing that needs to be done was bei ng done; at top speed and
si mul t aneousl y.

"See the street lighting," Janardhanan Gopal a Kri shnan, general nanager
of MEC Industrial Park Sdn Bhd which is building MEC Cty, pointed to the
two-kilometre stretch, "they were put up in 10 days"

An inposing RML.4 mllion arch spanning the entrance sprouted up in four
weeks.

The hol | ow 200, 000 square feet air-conditioner factory was outfitted in
three weeks with 60 container-|loads of machinery and 30 nore to cone.

And nost inpressive of all, what's existing on site right now - 600, 000
square feet of two factories, one warehouse, one adm nistration bl ock, one
canteen, roads and | andscaping - cane up in just four nonths.

Top speed does seemto be the creed of this anbitious project.

A year ago, it wasn't even on the drawi ng board and since then, plans
had undergone 19 maj or over haul s.

"It's all tight planning and teamwrk. Everyone has worked very hard and
co- operat ed wonderful ly," Janardhanan sai d.

"Everyone" here includes the executives in Kuala Lunpur who spend an
awful lot of tinme on ground in Kuantan.

Janardhanan can recite the tinmetable of Malaysia Airlines flights to
Kuantan as well as any ticketing clerk, though these days, he flies on the



conmpany's aircraft.

The Kuantan Mini ci pal Council, he said, had al so been narvell ous.

The council had set up technical and policy comittees specially to
handl e the project and cut through bureaucracy.

"I't was hard work, nmanagenent and pl anning," decl ared Kee Book Hee, the
managi ng director of the turnkey contractors Frontier Bond (M Sdn Bhd.

These enabl ed them he said, to conquer the terrifying conbination of
t he monsoon season and doubl e festivals.

Work stopped for two whol e weeks for Chinese New Year and Hari Raya, and
sporadi cal |y when the rain poured down.

We net Kee outside the admi nistration block after Janardhanan had | ed us
t hrough the cavernous factories and warehouse, and the canteen.

Kee was supervising the work there, scooting around on a nud-splattered
Mbdenas notorcycl e.

"I think you better nove out of the way,
away, "l'mnot good with this machine."

Qui ding the notorbike in a wavering path to the porch, he parked and
took over the tour to show off the results of the "hard work, nanagenent
and pl anni ng".

"Money counts too," he added, somewhat uncertainly, obviously wondering
if it would be too vulgar to tal k about noney after extolling the val ues
of hard work and pl anni ng.

Tip-toeing into the | obby, through the debris littering the floor and
ducki ng bl obs of flying cenent, we cane to the theatrette and the
appl i ances show oom

We coul dn't make much sense of the terrible ness but did nanage to
di scern a show kitchen taking shape rapidly.

We certainly couldn't believe our ears when Kee casually said the carpet
woul d be | aid the next day.

But at the pace the work was rushing ahead, round the clock, it was nore
than likely that this would be the case.

A proud Kee even showed us the boardroom s bathroom "Do you like the
col our?" he asked.

Janar dhanan said the |ightning pace of work would continue for the other
phases, pointing to the piling works for the fan and notor factories,
staff quarters, warehouse and packagi ng centres.

"Right now, the adrenalin is flowi ng and we have to nmaintain the
normrentum " he sai d.

For the next 12 years.

At present, only 10 per cent or 120 hectares have been conpl et ed.

Anot her 200ha have been cl eared.

The entire project is twice the size of Subang Jaya.

"W keep having to enphasi se the size of the project in the planning
process," said Janardhanan in an interviewin his Kuala Lunpur office, two
days before we flew to Kuantan for the site tour

"Look at this," his index finger traces a road narked out on the plans
spread all over his desk, "doesn't it |ook just a skip away?

"But it's actually two kil onetres.

"And this point to this point," he traces another road | eading froma
residential area to some shops, "they're really quite far apart, so we had
to put in another set of shops."

The Pahang State Governnent is said to be delighted with the MEC City
| ocat ed about 27km from Kuant an.

The benefits are already evident, at least indirectly. Property prices
around t he area have apparently tripl ed.

MEC City is 1l4kmfromthe airport and just off the crossroads | eading
respectively into Kuantan town, Kuala Lunpur and Seganat.

he waved ne to a | ong di stance



Wiile the rest of the project will take another decade or so, fingers
crossed, the progress today is inpressive.

As we entered, we had wat ched workers cl anbering about a uni pol e
billboard with several junbled red pieces of netal. Driving out a short
time later, we sawthe Mof MEC City already fixed in place.

We didn't stay to see anynore as workers spraying sticky tar on the road
was zoom ng at an al arm ng pace towards our car, appearing seem ngly out
of the blue. They certainly weren't anywhere nearby when we parked.

( END)
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