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Fromaliens to | ocals, Megat draws on past experience

Kang Si ew Li
FOR the past 11 years, the nere nmention of Datuk Seri Megat Juni d Megat
Ayob brought jitters to illegal foreigners in the country.

H s name and "Ops Nyah" - the Immgrations Departnment's operations to
reduce, if not elimnate, the nunber of illegal foreigners in the country

- have been nentioned in the same breadth.

He was one of two deputies in the Home Mnistry and probably the nost
hi gh profiled, having | ed some of the operations by the Immgrations
Depart nent hinsel f.

Now, Megat Junid heads the Mnistry of Donmestic Trade and Consuner
Affairs after Datuk Abu Hassan Orar was appoi nted the Menteri Besar of
Sel angor .

Havi ng spent a long tinme at the Hone Mnistry, it is not surprising
therefore to see Megat Junid inplenmenting in the Donmestic Trade and
Consurer Affairs Mnistry some policies which he introduced at his fornmer
m nistry.

"I have enjoyed working in the Home Mnistry, making sure that Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohanad's Hone Portfolio is being well
| ooked after.

"I amsad to | eave the mnistry after some 11 years, but my new posting
opens up new chal | enges," he said.

This full mnisterial portfolio, however, will not take all his tine
because besi des the Cabinet post, Megat Junid is al so the nenber of
parlianment for Pasir Sal ak.

He got the first taste of politics in the early 1970s when he was
studying at Universiti Malaya. During this time, Megat Junid net Dr
Mahat hir and they becane fast friends.

"It was right after the May 13 incident in 1969 when there was a riot at
the university. A group of political nenbers and radical students
questioned whet her the Governnent | ed by the then Prinme M nister Tunku
Abdul Rahman has addressed the concerns of Malaysia's rapidly grow ng
rural society.

"As one of several student |eaders, | provided Dr Mahathir a platform at
the university to hold public foruns where his views could be aired,” he
sai d.

Megat Junid was mesmerised by Dr Mahathir's | eadership qualities.

"I had never planned to join any political party. After earning nmy arts
degree at UMin 1972, | worked as a teacher at the Tel uk Chengai English
School in Al or Setar, Kedah for the next 10 years.

"During that period, Dr Mahathir and | continued our friendship. He was
like an elder brother to ne, with 17 years difference in age, and a nman
whom| truly admre," he said

Later, Megat Junid was transferred to the Sultan Abdul Halim School in
Jenan, Kedah where he taught for another three years.

In was only in 1975 that Megat Junid resigned his teaching post to join
the ruling Umo party and becane special assistant to Dr Mahathir, who was
then the Education M nister.

The foll owi ng year, he becane the political secretary to Dr Mahathir,
who was then the Deputy Prime M nister and Education M nister.

In 1982, Megat Junid contested for the first tinme the Pasir Sal ak
parlianentary seat and won. He beat Enci k Ahrmad Abdul Majid of PAS with a
maj ority of 10,524 votes.



In the 1995 general election, he beat Dr Mohd Rus Jaafar of PAS with a
17,115 vote-mgjority.

Megat Junid described his constituency as "a real traditional kanmpung",
with a large part constituting of Malay villages.

The Perak river runs through the constituency and "I have the
responsibility of | ooking after the people living at both sides of the
river," he said.

Both Megat Junid and Perak Menteri Besar Tan Sri Ranmli Ngah Talib came
fromthe sane area and this "gives us a strong inclination to devel op the
area."

Rem niscing the first tinme he becane the people's representative for
Pasir Sal ak, there were no tarred roads and el ectricity and water supplies
in his own village, Kampung Padang. "If one were to visit my kanmpung then,
it would have take them one-and-a-half hours to do so.

"Now, we have supplied the neighbouring villages with the necessary
infrastructure ... roads, and electricity and water supplies. In fact, we
al so built two bridges across the Perak river - one near Teluk Intan and
the other in Batu Gajah," he said.

Today, Megat Junid said he can travel around his constituency within 45
m nutes. The jungle area | ocated at the back of the Perak River, has also
been turned into cocoa and palmoil plantations as well as paddy fi el ds.
Megat Junid has nmany plans for his constituency. Upper nost on his mind is
for the creation of nodern living, incorporating traditional values, in
Pasir Sal ak.

"W have to upgrade the people's way of living in Pasir Salak into using
nmodern techni ques particularly in farm ng, but that does not nean they
have to change the way they live like in condom ni uns.

"W want themto maintain their traditional ways, alongside advanced
technol ogi es such as tel evisions and conputers,” he said.

On econonic opportunities in Pasir Sal ak, he said his constituency has
been having sonme difficulties in getting | abourers for its plantations.

"We have been facing sone problens in devel oping our traditiona
i ndustries such as padi, palmoil and cocoa in recent years. That is why
we have to go for nodern techniques.

"To ease the tight |abour situation, we also have to enpl oy foreign
workers to work at the plantations since many of our young peopl e have
m grated to bigger towns |ike | poh, Kanpar and Batu Gajah to work in
i ndustries,"” he said.

He believed that the people are satisfied with the gradual devel opments
in Pasir Salak. "One can see that there is a big change in the lifestyles
of the people in Pasir Sal ak,"” he added.

Megat Junid visits his constituency every week or once a fortnight,
dependi ng on the functions he has to attend. "I make sure that ny
political secretary stays in Pasir Sal ak from Thursday to Sunday every
week so that he can keep tabs on the goi ng-ons and tackl e any probl ens
that arise

Megat Junid's long-termplans for his constituency include pronpting as
many religi ous schools as possible in Pasir Salak for the young peopl e
"because | can see nost of the social ills today result froma | ack of
religi ous know edge.

"Besi des governnment schools, we nmust al so have religi ous schools to be
managed by comunity | eaders.

"On ny side, | will try to give aid in terns of the infrastructure such
as buildings and religious books because | feel that the young nust at
| east have the basic religious know edge to face the chall enge of the
modern worl d," he said. There are currently about 20 religious schools in
Pasir Sal ak.
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