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Ful | speed ahead

Fel i ci a Chong

THE brand new, yet cosy Langkawi Yacht Cl ub stands ready to wel cone

i nternational sailors and perhaps draw many to stop here who traditionally
head for Phuket.

The seas around Sout h- East Asia have, for the | ast decade, been a
popul ar pl ayground for adventurous yachties fromthe Wstern Hem sphere as
well as from Australia and New Zeal and.

Currency exchange has al ways been in their favour, nore so now than
ever. Many sea " gypsies' spend nonths around here, hopping fromone
tropical |and to another.

Sone serious sailors like to take part in races which pass this route.
Many sail to Phuket at this tinme of the year to take part in the King's
Cup Race. Phuket is also a favourite destination for boaties to refuel,
repair or to top up supplies before proceeding to their intendend
destinations where they throw their anchors and stay for a nuch | onger
spel I.

Mal aysia is hoping to change this trend as is evident by the opening of
several marinas all along the west coast - Johor Baru, Port Di ckson, Port
Kl ang, Penang and, of course, Pul au Langkaw .

The Langkawi Yacht Club is already conplete and is preparing to | aunch
its menbership drive and official opening, but final bureaucratic
procedures have yet to be finalised.

Conplete with a marina, it reflects its own as well as the country's
hopes to draw i nternational boats to berth; to pronote Langkawi as a
yachting destination instead of a place just to have passports stanped (a
pl oy only too often used to overconme the probl emof overstaying of social
passes).

Since its soft opening a couple of nonths back, its berthing facilities
have been enjoying only 50 per cent occupancy. It swelled to full-house
during the |l ast week of Novenber because of the Raja Miuda Internationa
Regatta, a yearly mmjor yachting event organi sed by the Royal Sel angor
Yacht d ub.

The race/ social event attracts participants fromall over the world,
some on their way for the nore established King's Cup Race in Phuket |ater
in the year.

The event wound up at the Langkawi Yacht Club with its prize-giving
di nner. Such events, says club general nmanager M chael WIllie, a 38-year-
ol d Canadi an, are a good pronotion tool for the club as participants wll
inevitably talk about it and word will get around the sailing community.

The club is jointly owed by a subsidiary of Ml ewar G oup Conpany Bhd,
Ni | am Ti nur Sdn Bhd which holds a 70 per cent share and Langkaw
Devel opnent Authorities (30 per cent).

It is the vision of chairman Tengku Abdul | ah Tuanku Abdul Rahman t hat
the region will attract nore international yachts fromthe traditional
yachting paradi ses in the Cari bbean and Medi t erranean.

He envi sages nore boats sailing this route all the way to Manila, which
pl aces Langkawi in a very strategic position.

However, he says, there is a need for |local authorities and those
responsi bl e for pronoting in-bound tourismto adopt a proactive attitude.
Definitely, laws regarding |iquor and pub/disco |licenses should be
reviewed i f Langkawi wants to vie with Phuket for tourists.

WIllie, who spent sone tinme in Thailand with his wife before coming to



Mal aysi a, agrees that what draws the yachties to Thailand is the
unrestrictive environnent (not necessarily sex as nost people m ght think,
he points out!).

However, they certainly do choose a place where they can drink and where
ni ght cl ubs and di scos are not frowned upon. Reportedly, some discos in
Langkawi have been closed and things like this spread fast in the
i nternational yachting circle.

Besi des, WIlie reckons that Langkawi could do well by having guides to
informsea tourists where the best anchorages are - and there are plenty
anong the 99 islands of Langkaw .

There is no shortage of attractions for tourists, but these need to be
pronoted and nicely packaged - |ike the waterfalls, fresh-water |akes and
abundant flora and fauna. Langkaw should also be pronpted as a divers
par adi se.

"W should also use the club to pronpte water sports anong | ocal s,
Tunku Abdul I ah who will ook into this personally.

The yacht club idea was nooted by the Negri Senbilan prince, who is the
brother of the present King. He has done sone sailing hinself on his notor
yacht, named Puteri Mi nmunah, after his nother.

In fact, he says, the project is a result of Prine Mnister Datuk Seri
Dr Mahat hir Mohanad's suggestion that he (Tunku) do sonething in Langkaw .

"I was considering which industry to go into. | did think about a hotel
or transport but finally settled on a yacht club because | coul d see there
is alot of potential because of the increasing nunber of boats com ng
this way."

And an ideal spot with deep waters for the bigger boats to sail into
presented itself just next to the jetty.

The club house is preparing for the day when sailors come in great
nunbers, perhaps to berth for a while before continuing on their journey.

I ndeed, the jetty is conveniently near the Imrigration and Custons
of fi ces.

It isonly only a five-mnute drive away (taxi fare RVW) from Kuah town
where boaties can buy provisions. Being a duty-free port, spare parts for
yachts are al so cheaper than el sewhere in Ml aysi a.

The marina has 51 wet berths: eight for up to 150-footers and 43 for up
to 60-footers.

Peopl e who want to “park' their boats are assured of 24-hour security
services besides normal marina facilities like electricity and fresh water
supply, postal and parcel services, |ocker roomand port clearance
servi ces, things those who have been on the high seas for weeks on end
woul d certainly appreciate. The cl ubhouse has a swi nm ng pool, laundrette
facilities, sauna and jacuzzi as well as restaurants and bar.

The club is currently on a nenbership drive. There will be places for 24
foundi ng nenbers (WIPs) who will enjoy very special privileges |ike being
met at the airport; discounts and use of the neeting roomand the private
restaurant named Crow s Nest.

The foundi ng nenbers' entrance fee i s RV60, 000. Why only 24? "There is a
wal |l in the club just big enough for 24 portrait photographs!" he

says

expl ai ns.
Anot her special category is for |local residents (RMLO,000). There are
al so corporate nenberships (fees still to be confirned). Al nenberships

are transferable.

Also in the planning is the devel opnent of about 100 apartnents on
anot her two-acre strip of |and behind the club house.

Currently, visitors and users of the club and nmarina are largely
foreigners (over 70 per cent). There is hope that with the nmenbership
drive, the situation will be reversed.



The club has invited Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad to be
its patron. Tunku Abdul |l ah, by virtue of his chairmanshi p, wears the hat
of club comodore.
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