03 NOV 1997
G15- Abdul | ah
Gl15 HAS STILL MJUCH TO ACCOWPLI SH, SAYS ABDULLAH

KUALA LUMPUR, Nov 3 (Bernamm) -- The Gl5 needs to do "a |lot nore" to
enhance Sout h- South cooperation, Foreign Mnister Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahnad
Badawi sai d today.

" W still have nmuch to cover,"” he told reporters here

The grouping would ensure that menber countries have nore projects that
could bring Gl5 closer and at the sane tinme benefit fromthe projects, he
sai d when asked to coment on Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir
Moharmed's call to nenber countries to take stock of the grouping's
i nadequaci es as well as consolidate its potentials.

Opening the seventh G15 sunmit here today, Dr Mhathir said that South
countries need to set their sights on new horizons, venture into
non-traditional markets and forge nulti-faceted |inks and partnership anong
t hensel ves.

Abdul | ah said the matter was discussed at the grouping' s foreign
m ni sters preparatory neeting on Saturday.

" W are presenting our report to the summt and |I'm sure the summt
will discuss this particular topic which is very inportant," he said.

Abdul | ah, however, said it would take some tine for the Gl5-initiated
projects to produce results.

Among the projects that have shown progress are India' s gene bank
project and Ml aysia's centre for excellence and bilateral paynent
arrangenent, he said.

He said though the Gl5 was noving forward, it still had a long way to

go.

However, the rel evance of Gl5 had been established," he said.

On the response to the Gl5 sumit, Abdullah said ties anpbng nenber
countries were inproving particularly in project devel opnment.

He said this was evident fromthe increasing response to the trade
exhibition held in conjunction with this sumrit as conpared to previous
ones.

Their participation showed that menber countries had realised that it
was tinme for themto introduce their own products to the markets in
devel opi ng countries, he said.

" We cannot nmake assunptions just because sone of the heads of
government are unable to attend the summit. They have their reasons and
have sent their representatives," he added.

GL5 conprises Algeria, Argentina, Brazil, Chile, India, |ndonesia,
Jamai ca, Ml aysi a, Egypt, Mexico, N geria, Peru, Senegal, Venezuela and
Zi mbabwe.

Kenya was admitted as the newest nmenber in this summit. -- BERNAMA
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