01/ 07/ 1997
Gar bage and dirt

Bul bi r Si ngh

RECENTLY Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad cal | ed on

Mal aysi ans to i nprove cleanliness especially in public places and toilets,
hawker centres and flats. Wiy do we take things so easy that our | eaders
have to rem nd us of cleanliness?

Are we by nature “unclean' or a "dirty society'? Wiy do we care so

little about garbage and dirt? It is not unusual to see sone residents
dutifully cleaning their surroundi ngs and then dunping the whole | ot on
sone open space. |Is this the way to sol ve the garbage probl en?

Wio really are the cause of litter, the buyers, the manufacturers or the
packagi ng peopl e? The packagers blanme the litter bugs. They say "we don't
create pollution or garbage, we only nmake packages. It is the nessy public
that does it!' The consuners in turn blane the packagers for making these
"t hr owaways'

Gar bage cones fromboth these sources. But who is to carry away all this
garbage? Sonetinmes the nunicipal councils privatise these jobs to the
contractors and this | eaves nuch to be desired. They don't renobve
everything, but try telling themabout the problemand it's |ike waving a
red flag at a bull! The municipal councils nmust buck up and they can
surely do a better job

Sone say it is the | ackadaisical attitude of the people who | eave their
gar bage anywhere but the rubbish bins. Sone residents hang the garbage on
tree trunks for days!

But let's stop pointing the finger at each other and play our part in
managi ng garbage. To begin with, perhaps we need a better disposal system
Are plastic bags the answer? Can they be repl aced by bi ogradeabl e and
nmore environnent-friendly ones? Then there is a need for stricter
enforcenent of [aws. Those who litter should be heavily fined.

Let's also inprove our lifestyles to becone “clean and tidy' and not a
litterbug society. Let not people say we are a bunch of “dirty people' who
cannot even manage our own gar bage.

Besi des, cleaning up litter is a costly affair. Sonmeone has to pay for

di sposal of such garbage and in the end it is the consuner who pays for it
directly or indirectly. What a waste, in collecting wastel!
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