12/ 11/ 1997

Gat hering strength to deternine econom c future

KUALA LUMPUR, Tues. - A canpaign, nore specific than Vision 2020, will be
| aunched soon to return the strength of national devel opnent and the
future of the econony to the hands of Ml aysians, Prinme M nister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad sai d today.

As it is now, the Ml aysian econony still reacts to the actions of
foreign forces.
"The campaign will identify the roles that each Mal aysian can play to

counter the actions of certain foreign forces who deliberately undern ne
t he Mal aysi an econony for their own interest," Dr Mahathir told a Press
conference after |aunching the Ml aysi an- made trucks manufactured by

Mal aysi an Truck and Bus Sdn Bhd, a nenber of the DRB-H com G oup.

"W have to determine our own destiny. As it is now, our econony sinply
reacts to the actions of others. But to ensure that the canpai gn succeeds,
it will need the co-operation of all Malaysians.

"The Governnent has its own ways of overconing the problem But whatever
the Governnment plans and does will not achieve its end unless the people
observe sel f-discipline and make the npbst of this drive."

The canpaign will involve, anong others, work and study habits and
ot her deeds previously carried out without rmuch thought to the nationa
econony.

He said the attacks on the ringgit had rendered Mal aysia hel pless in
determining its own destiny and it had to instead wait for other people's
reaction.

"This situation should not be allowed to occur in the way it did."

Asked when the canpai gn woul d be | aunched, Dr Mahathir said:

"As soon as possible. W have to nake preparations.”

Asked to el aborate on how t he canmpai gn woul d work, Dr Mahat hir said:

"W have identified weaknesses in several sectors of the econony and how
to overcome them W will then explain to the people how they can play a
role to ensure the success of the canpaign.”

In his speech, Dr Mahat hir rem nded DRB-Hi com Group on the need to
i ncrease | ocal components in its vehicles.
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