28/ 07/ 1997
Genpl us confirms bid for MSC flagshi p applications

Lokman Mansor

FRENCH smart card manuf acturer, Genplus, has confirmed that it is
participating in proposed bids for two of the first four Miltinmedia Super
Corridor (MSC) flagship applications.

Gempl us Technol ogi es Asi a president and nmanagi ng director Remy De Tonnac
said the conmpany's expertise in smartcard applications can be used in the
devel oprment of both el ectronic government and the mnulti-purpose card
applications.

On Saturday, Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad | aunched the
Concept Request for Proposals (CRFPs) for the first four of the seven MSC
flagshi p applications.

The four involve 15 pilot projects, which are expected to cost RML. 6
billion. O the 15 projects, five each will be for el ectronic governnent
and smart school s respectively, four for tel enedicine and one for multi-
pur pose card.

Wth the | aunch of the CRFPs, |ocal and international consortia can
start proposing the best solutions for the pilot projects. The Miltinedia
Devel opnent Corp (MDC), however, has indicated that it will encourage
mer gers anong conpani es in the sel ecti on process.

Speaking to reporters in Langkawi yesterday, De Tonnac said for the
mul ti - purpose card application, Genplus' consortiuminvol ves between three
to four | ocal conpanies and anot her two foreign conpani es, one each from
the US and Japan.

"These are very serious players. | cannot reveal who they are now, but
we will be very proud to announce the consortium nmenbers when everyt hing
is finalised," he added.

The consortiumw Il submt its proposal by Novenber 15 this year. The
sel ection process will be conpleted by year-end and the pilot projects are
due for conpletion in the year 2000.

De Tonnac said Genplus will also seek to participate in the devel opnent
of electronic Government applications as the smart card will be the
access-key in dealing with governnment departnments and agenci es.

Genmplus is no stranger to the MSC, having been a part of the advisory
panel set up by Bank Negara for the national nulti-purpose card progranme.

For the third Langkawi International Dialogue (LID"'97), Genplus has
sponsored RMLOO, 000 worth of |ive denmponstrations on el ectronic conmerce
and smart access wat ch.

Participants upon registering will each receive an access watch which
al l ows them access to a range of services, including access to web
browsi ng systens and a nessagi ng system

For exanple, a participant shows his wist with the contactless watch to
a CGenpl us reader and the web browser is autonmatically activated, allow ng
the participant to surf the web.

"In the future, we envisage watches to be able to store health records,
access conputer networks, open our doors, warn a doctor via satellite in
case of an accident, pay for a restaurant bill, ski lifts, and speedway
tolls, wthout any physical contact," Genplus G oup International chairmn
and co-founder Dr Marc Lassus added.

He said Genplus forecasts that snmartcards in use around the world will
increase from465 nmillion units in 1995 to 3.8 billion by the year 2000,
or an average yearly growh of 52 per cent.

Gemplus is the world | eader in manufacturing smart and magnetic stripe



cards.
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