22 AUG 1997
Centi ng- bi rt hday
GENTI NG BOSS CELEBRATES AUSPI Cl QUS 80TH Bl RTHDAY

KUALA LUMPUR, Aug 22 (Bernama) -- Tan Sri Lim Goh Tong is not only one
of Asia's richest nmen but blessed with a long life as well.
Vel | -known for his frugal lifestyle despite a reputed personal fortune

of alnmbst RWD billion, the Genting boss turned 80 today and cel ebrated the
auspicious mlestone with a dinner at the Istana Hotel

Unli ke nost birthdays, the guests were asked not bring any gifts or to
i nsert congratul atory messages in the newspapers.

Anong the guests were Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad,
his wife, Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasnmah Mhd Ai, and the who's who in the
Mal aysi an corporate worl d.

Looki ng hal e and hearty and nuch younger than his years, Limpaid
tribute to his famly and to all the guests, thanking them for supporting
hi s business ventures that "allowed ne to turn ny dreans and visions into

reality.”
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In his speech read out by his second son, Datuk Lim Kok Thay, he said:
"Above all, | amgrateful to the Almghty for having blessed ne with good

health so that | am able to celebrate ny 80th birthday with you all."’

The entreprenuer and phil anthropi st narked the occasion by naking a
donation of RMB.8 nillion to several charities and invited Dr Mahathir to
present the cheques.

The amount was from RMB nillion raised by his famly menbers, friends
and the Resorts Wirld G oup for Yayasan Lim which he had started in 1978
in conjunction with his birthday.

"I'"ve been very fortunate over the years, and am well aware of ny good
fortune and nmany blessings," said Limwio started off as a carpenter
earni ng about 80 sen a day and was later a Cass A contractor with the
Public Works Departnment after he migrated here from Chi na when he was 20

Limattributed his success to his famly and believed that traditiona
val ues such as hard work, integrity, dedication and loyalty were the key to
a strong famly and nation.

"I'n Chinese, the word for country is nade up of two characters. The
first character stand for nation and the second character for famly. What
this means is that to have strong famly units is to have a strong country.

"Qur country is blessed with good | eadership and if its people unite
and work as one big famly, then the future will continue to be very bright
for all our children and for Ml aysia," he said.

Lim said he was lucky to have the opportunity in the early 1960s to
devel op Genting Highlands as a tourist resort. He was presented a speci al
award by the Culture, Arts and Tourism Mnistry in June this year in
recognition of his contribution to the national tourism industry.

He is also the brain-child behind Star Crui se Sdn Bhd, one of the nost
successful holiday cruise conpanies.

Now presiding over his billion ringgit enpire that spans the world
notably the Genting Group that alone is worth RML8.4 billion, Lim has
proved that |anguage, or the lack of it in his case, is not an obstacle to
success.

Li m speaks al nost no English and a smattering of "pasar Mlay". He
converses in Hokkien with a heavy Anxi accent harking back to his roots in
Anxi district in Fujian province.

He is still chairman and joint managing director of Genting Berhad with



Kok Thay. He is also Resorts Wrld Bhd chairman and joint chief executive
of Asiatic Devel opnent Berhad and The Commercial Bank of Hong Kong Limted
apart from heading his famly concern, Kien Huat Realty and Kien Huat
Ber had. -- BERNANMA
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