27/ 01/ 1997
Getting at root of social woes (HL)

M m Syed Yusof

KAMPUNG GAJAH, Sun. - Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanmad has

directed the Menteris Besar and Chief Mnisters to keep a close check on
entertai nment and ganing outlets such as video arcades, karaoke centres,
di scot heques and ni ght cl ubs.

Deputy Home M ni ster Datuk Megat Junid Megat Ayub said the order was
given after Dr Mahathir, who is Home M nister and Umo president, was
briefed on the country's social situation at the Umo suprene counci
meeting on Jan 11.

Megat Junid said Dr Mahathir viewed the matter seriously as these
outlets had been identified as the root of all social problemns.

He said some of these places were the start of problens related to
prom scuity anong youths and the Governnent did not want such behavi our to
spread.

"The Governnment wants State governnents and the |ocal authorities to
make a concerted effort to ensure these outlets do not overplay their
roles as entertai nnent outlets," he said.

Speaking to reporters after breaking fast at the Pulau Tiga Kiri nobsque
| ast night, Megat Junid said State governments coul d make amendnents to
their legislation not to allow certain activities in these places.

He said local authorities which issued prem se licences could al so nake
regul ar checks on the night spots to ensure they abided by the
regul ati ons.

He al so said stringent nmeasures nust be taken by the | ocal authorities
to ensure these outlets did not indulge in negative activities such as
drug taking and all owi ng the underaged to enter.

It is believed that some of the entertai nnent outlets which have
el ectronic video jackpot nmachines offer prizes and cash rewards to woo
cust oners.

When a person plays a gane on the jackpot nmachi ne, he accummul at es
poi nts and exchanges the points for noney.

Megat Junid sai d many people were under the inpression that they could
bring their famlies to karaoke centres for sone harnl ess ni ght
entertai nment but nore often than not, these places offered guest
relations officers to entertain them

He said sonetimes the GROs were used as bait for inmoral activities and
sonetimes these GRCs are foreigners on a visit pass in the country.

Megat Junid said many wi ves of soldiers and policenen had nmade reports
about their husbands wasting noney at such places and often negl ecting
t heir househol d responsibilities.

"These are the activities that bring about noral degradation.

"The State governnents must take action to prevent such things from
happeni ng," he said.

Pol i cy changes have, over the past fortnight, affected entertainnent
pl aces in Kuala Lunmpur with City Hall first announcing a regul ation
requiring themto cl ose by lam

The rul es were then extended further when City Hall decided | ate | ast
week that karaokes, bars, nightclubs, discos and dangdut cl ubs woul d no
| onger be allowed to operate in old bungal ows or houses.

Existing licences will not be renewed except for restaurants "w thout
entertai nment elenments" in areas |ike Jalan Pinang, Lorong Perak and Jal an
Ki a Peng. The sanme goes for nightclubs | ocated on a shophouse's second



fl oor and above.

As for residential areas, no new licences will be given. Existing
outlets may continue but cannot apply for additional |icences, for
i nstance, to add karaoke facilities to a pub.
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