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It's high tinme we instilled good and cl ean habits

Lee Lam Thye

HOUSI NG and Local Governnent M nister Datuk Dr Ting Chew Peh's directive
to local authorities to reviewtheir cleanliness and beautification
programres and deternmine if they have net the desired objectives is |ong
over due.

Dr Ting's directive canme in the wake of Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hir Mohanad' s conments that the lifestyle of Ml aysians did not
reflect the nation's status as a middl e-i ncone country.

The Prinme M nister has expressed his dissatisfaction over the | ack of
cleanliness in public places, such as toilets, hawker centres and fl ats.

Qur local councils need to upgrade the | evel of professionalismin their
respective organi sati ons.

The Cabi net has just accepted a proposal to restructure the 96 | oca
authorities in Peninsular Ml aysia to make them nore efficient.

What is even nore inportant is for these local councils to set up their
own audit teanms or committees to nonitor, exam ne and supervise their
financi al managenent. This would nake all |ocal councils nore transparent.

These are neasures which have been eagerly awaited by the ratepayers.

Among the many pressing issues facing the local authorities is
cl eanl i ness.

A cursory assessnent of nost local authorities' efforts at ensuring
cl eanli ness and mai ntenance reveals that there is still roomfor
i mprovement.

At a tinme when nuch has been spoken about cleanliness and the
i ncul cation of good habits, it is appropriate to focus on our public
toilets.

Toilets, be they at the airports, restaurants or at any public place,
must be kept clean at all tines.

To a foreign visitor, his first encounter when he flies in will be the
various anenities provided by the airport authorities. For exanple, if a
visitor walks into a dirty toilet at our airport he will not have a good
i mpressi on of our country.

VWile our airport toilets have inproved in cleanliness, nost of the
public toilets in the country are in a depl orable state.

There is need for a nationw de canpaign to be initiated by the | oca
authorities to instil in everyone the inportance of toilet cleanliness.

It is also tinme for all Ml aysians to discard bad habits like littering
in public, dunping rubbish into drains and rivers and polluting the
envi ronnent.

Devel oped nation status woul d nean nothing i f Ml aysi ans continue to
litter indiscrimnately. It is high tinme local authorities took the |ead
to educate, seek public co-operation and if necessary to penalise the
errant ones in the interests of devel oping a cleanliness culture.
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