25/ 06/ 1997

Ghani: We'll let Cabinet decide on |ocation of bridge

JOHOR BARU, Tues. - The Johor CGovernnent will not interfere with the
Federal Governnent's decision to |ocate the proposed Ml aysi a-1 ndonesi a
bridge in Ml acca, although Kukup in Johor is one of the cl osest points
between Suratra and t he peni nsul a.

Menteri Besar Datuk Abdul Ghani OGthman said the State Governnment woul d
leave it to the Cabinet to decide where the bridge should be located as it
was a national project.

He sai d Johor would al so not make any recomendati ons on the | ocation of
the bridge as Renong Berhad was al ready conducting a feasibility study on
it.

"Sonme peopl e have suggested that Kukup in Pontian is the closest to
Sumatra in Indonesia. But then again, others have al so said that Port
Di ckson in Negri Senbilan and Merlimau in Mal acca are the nearest points
to Sumatra.

"W |eave it to the Federal Governnment to decide where it should be
sited," he told reporters at the opening of the two-day internationa
conference on the I M5-GT entitled Borderl ess Area for Sustainable
Progr ess.

The conference is jointly organi sed by the Asian Strategy and Leadership
Institute and the Institute Sultan |Iskandar.

Last week, Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad, who hel d tal ks
wi t h I ndonesi an Presi dent Suharto in Istanbul, Turkey, said Ml aysia and
| ndonesia were planning to build a bridge across the Malacca Straits to
i nk Peninsul ar Mal aysia with Sumatra.

He said the bridge woul d depend on the results of a feasibility study
bei ng undertaken by Renong, and that it would be built if the findings
were positive.

Dr Mahathir said that the bridge would not just to provide a link for
vehicles but also for a rail service and for channelling electricity and
gas.

The Mal acca Straits, which separates Peninsular Ml aysia from Sumatra
is one of Southeast Asia's vital trading routes. The narrowest points
between the two is only 24km apart.

At present, ferry services link the two regions through Kukup in Johor,
Mal acca and Penang.

Fol | ow ng the announcenent about the bridge proposal, the Ml acca
Governnment said it would | obby for the bridge to be built in the State.

Ghani al so wel coned the Federal Governnent's nove to provide | ow cost
housi ng t hrough the establishment of Syari kat Perunahan Negar a.

He said the State would | ook into ways to incorporate the services
provi ded by SPN to benefit the people.

He said the plan woul d conplenent the State's efforts to neet the | ow
cost and nedi um cost housi ng needs i n Johor.
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