13/ 02/ 1997

G ft of orchids for Al DS awar eness

THOSE cel ebrating Valentine's Day tonorrow at sel ected restaurants and
hotel s in Kuala Lunpur and Petaling Jaya will find orchids, and not roses,
bei ng given away to diners, courtesy of the Ml aysian Al DS Foundation and
d axo Wl |l conme (Mal aysi a) Sdn Bhd.

Called "Orchids for Valentine' s", the project is part of the
foundation's ongoing effort to encourage people to spare a thought for
those with H V and Al DS

Mal aysi an Al DS Counci| president and Mal aysi an Al DS Foundati on chairnman
Mari na Mahathir, in a statenent, said the project was specially designed
to fit the day's spirit of |ove and care.

"What better tine to encourage conpassion for those suffering from Al DS
than on Valentine's Day? Even if the diners take only a brief nonent to
renmenber those infected, it will be a turning point.

"W hope this community project will be the first step in the fight
agai nst AIDS discrimnation. In accepting our gift, we urge people to take
a nonent to reflect on the nmental anguish of the people living with HV
and Al DS.

"Let us show our support for an end to prejudice, fear and hysteria
surrounding H'V and AIDS," Marina said.

For this project, each stalk is tied with the fanobus Red Ri bbon,
internationally recogni sed as the synbol for Al DS awareness, care and
support.

An acconpanying gift card will carry a nessage fromthe foundati on.

The flowers were contributed by G axo Wl lcome (Ml aysia), which is part
of the world's | argest pharmaceutical conpany.
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