28 JUL 1997
Asean- PMC ( Abdul I ah)
G VE CAMBODI A TI ME AND SUPPORT, SAYS ABDULLAH

KUALA LUMPUR, July 28 (Bernamm) -- Malaysia's Foreign M nister Datuk
Seri Abdul | ah Ahrmad Badawi has told Asean dial ogue partners that Canbodi a
shoul d be given tinme and support to resolve its current crisis.

"There is one reality however. A durable and enduring solution to the
conpl ex Canbodi an situation nmust include a heavy percentage of |oca
content,” he said in his opening renmarks at the two-day Asean
Post-M nisterial Meeting here today.

The Canbodi an i ssue had domi nated all week at the 30th Asean
M nisterial Meeting (AMM and the just-concluded Asean Regi onal Forum (ARF)
M ni sterial Meeting here.

Among Asean's 10 di al ogue partners are nmjor donor countries, the
United States, Japan and Australia, who are considering using aid as a
| everage to force the Canbodian problemto a settlenent.

Asean has been tasked with the leading role to engage in the peace
process pending confirmation from Phnom Penh on its role.

Abdul | ah also reiterated Asean's resolve to take counter neasures
agai nst currency fluctuations caused by rogue traders that place Asean
econom es at risk.

"It is time that we recognise these actions for what they really are
nanmely, villainous acts of sabotage," he said.

Abdul lah said it was "really the height of international crimnality
that the fate of millions could be subjected to the mercy of a few
unscrupul ous traders."

Mal aysia's Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad said two days
ago that American financier George Soros was behind the nanipul ation of
Asean currencies since early this nonth.

On the PMC, Abdullah said the annual neeting between Asean and its
di al ogue partners was still relevant and was in no danger of being subsuned
under the ARF process as feared.

"There is a distinction between the issues covered. Wile the ARF deals
with the politico-security issues of the region, the PMC covers those
subj ects which are inter-regional in nature or those with wi der, gl oba
di mensi ons, " he said.

He said the series of PMC dial ogues were inportant for Asean's externa
rel ations because it provided a forum for Asean to exchange views wth
maj or players in and outside the region.

To remain viable, the PMC nust keep up with new demands while
continuing to discuss traditional issues such as drug trafficking
envi ronnent al degradation and terrorism he said.

Abdul | ah said regional cooperation would continue to be an inportant
vehicle for growth and the Asean- Mekong Basi n Devel opnent Cooperation woul d
realise the econonic potentials of the riparian states of the Mekong river
and other countries in the region

The adm ssion of Laos and Myanmar has further consolidated Southeast
Asia as a cohesive regional comunity as it enters the 21st century, said
Abdul | ah.

Wth the two new menbers, Asean now has a population of half a billion
and its conbined gross donestic product of US$600 billion is expected to
surpass US$1 trillion in the next decade. -- BERNAVA
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