17 DEC 1997
Mahat hi r- hospita
G VE M SI ANS DI SCOUNTS, MAHATH R URGES PRI VATE HCSPI TALS

KUALA LUVMPUR, Dec 17 (Bernama) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Moharmed today urged |ocal private hospitals to charge Ml aysians |ess for
their nmedical bill.

"Pl ease give discounts to Ml aysian patients whose incomes have already
di m ni shed by 45 per cent,"” he said at the opening of the G eneagles Intan
Medi cal Centre in Jalan Anpang here.

The prine ninister said private hospitals could inpose higher charges
on foreigners as the ringgit's depreciation had raised their affordability.

"At the Cabinet neeting today, the health nminister, Datuk Chua Jui Meng
sai d pressure was nounting on government hospitals to accept nore patients
as they could not afford the charges of private hospitals," the prine
m ni ster said.

Dr Mahathir also called on nedical practitioners to take a salary cut
to bring down the operating costs of hospitals.

He al so hoped that private hospitals would help the less fortunate to
get treatnment at their hospitals in line with the caring society concept.

Al so present was Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mohaned Ali.

A eneagl es Intan Medical Centre Kuala Lumpur was built at a cost of
RML65 million at Jal an Anpang here and started operations in August | ast
year.

It comprises a 330-bed tertiary-care hospital and a separate nedi ca
of fice building accommodating specialist outpatient clinics of various
speci alties and sub-specialties.

The hospital, anmong other things, has nine operating theatres, a
procedure room for mnor surgery, intensive care, coronary care and
neonatal intensive care units, a day-care centre, bone desinetonetry and
pat hol ogi cal services.

It is a joint venture between Tan & Tan Devel opnents Berhad, hol ding 30
per cent of the equity, deneagles (M Sdn Bhd (30 per cent), Insas Bhd (20
per cent) and PNB Equity Resource Corporation Sdn Bhd (20 per cent). --
BERNANA
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