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G ve teachers, lecturers nore roomfor change

Prof Datuk Khoo Kay Kim

| WOULD like to conment further on the subject of university lecturers and
the Diploma in Education, which was the subject of an editorial in the New
Straits Tines of April 16.

Per haps, first of all, the public should be made fully aware that a
Di pl oma in Education programe in any existing university in the world is
meant primarily to train school teachers.

I need hardly add that university | ecturers are NOT school teachers and
| would prefer also not to be called "teachers" for the sinple reason that
"teaching" is now a very msunderstood term not just in Malaysia but in
Asia as a whol e, because of the propensity to link even the nodern teacher
to the traditional guru.

The guru prescribed; the pupils subscribed. The result has been that,
for a very long tine, it is the Wst that has been achieving significant
br eakt hr oughs i n human knowl edge because they dare to chal |l enge accepted
i deas.

But |ately we ourselves are tal king of "quantum | eap" and "paradi gm
shift". How can we achi eve these if our education system especially at
the tertiary level, continues to maintain the status quo?

There seens to be general agreenent that |lecturers should stinulate
m nds and hel p students see things in different perspectives. But students
today do not express opinions nor even ask questions. |Is it not evidence
that sonmething is very wong?

The argunent seens to be that by undergoing a course in Diploma in
Education, the lecturers will acquire pedagogical skills which will help
themto function nore effectively and turn things around. But is the
Di pl oma in Education (meant to train school teachers) the best means to
achi eve that objective?

If the intention is to achieve a shift in perspective and approach, is
it not better that the university should fromtine to tinme i nvent ways
(based on the experience of those who have | ong been associated with
uni versity education) of achieving that end?

Prof J. Ronayne, Vice-Chancellor of the Victoria University (Ml bourne),
was interviewed (NST, April 16) and he said that in many Australian
universities, there was a voluntary progranme which enabled | ecturers to
obtain a Diploma in higher education. He said that there was no opposition
anong the acadenmics there to that progranme. There woul d be none here too
if asimlar voluntary programre were introduced. And such a programe
should rightly be | ed by very experienced persons who have proven acadermic
track records in the university, not necessarily people with a Diplonma in
Educati on.

Education is a very serious matter. It is unfortunately quite intangible
and, therefore, difficult to evaluate. It is undeniable that today we tend
to judge success in education by exam nation results. Wy do we not nmke
an attenpt to study what has happened to those who passed exam nati ons
with flying col ours? How many of themformthe main core of the country's
| eaders today in both the public and the private sectors?

In nore advanced countries, there is now a preference for the term
"facilitator" instead of "teacher" precisely because there is a need
deliberately to shift people's perception. "Teaching" has acquired a
meani ng which is no | onger acceptable. | ndeed, a neighbouring country is
already attenpting to do away with what it calls a "teacher-1ed" education



system

Both teachers/lecturers and students must be freed fromthe traditional
fetters which restrict the role of the forner to nerely hel pi ng students
pass exami nations by giving themwhat is deenmed to be the right answer to
every question

Qur Prinme Mnister's call for Vision 2020 is not a nere sl ogan. Datuk
Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad has hinself nmade the first nove. He is not a
def ender of the status quo. He is not satisfied with what we are and the
present nmode of doing things. He has dared to nove in directions where
previ ously Ml aysi ans had been afraid to tread. Hi s is the phil osophy
whi ch shoul d govern Mal aysi a's educati on system

In the university, lecturers should be free to experinment, to discover,
to depart fromtradition, and to push beyond known frontiers. There should
not be a pathol ogi cal fear of making m stakes provided they learn from
their mstakes. That is the spirit too that they should try to inculcate
intheir students. There is no particular way that they can achi eve this.
Students differ not only fromyear to year but also within a particul ar
class. The lecturer cannot predict; he needs to study his students, and he
will often be called upon to i nvent new approaches.

What is this thing called "pedagogical skill"? It is not |like a car
manual offering clinical instructions to help one handl e a technica
problem Any attenpt to establish a standard approach will likely

flounder. "Science" is fine when it is applied to the study of materia
things; it is unrealistic when strictly applied to the understandi ng of
human bei ngs. The | ecturer nust have the freedomto adapt and adj ust
qualitatively. Not even a | ecturer in education can di sh out gospel truth
when dealing with how students can be stinulated and capacitated to handl e
abstract probl ens.

It isinstructive to note that an attenpt to provide a different view on
the subject of lecturers and the Diploma in Education has been construed
as arrogance. It reveals all too clearly the frame of nind of many
Mal aysi ans. No wonder Mal aysi an students today are not only afraid to
express opinions but also to ask questions.

It is amazing that |ecturers who have spent years in the university are
being told by many who have no concrete experience to speak of that they
(the lecturers) do not know what they are tal king about.

O course we expect the Mnistry of Education, fromtinme to time, to
i nvent schenes for inproving Mal aysia's education system | amsure the
Mnistry too would i ke to have the response of all those (not just
teachers/lecturers) who are concerned with education in this country. One
shoul d give credit to people who offer different views based on | ogic,
phil osophy and first-hand, up-to-date experience. O what use are
university lecturers who do not have views? OF what use is a university
staffed by | ecturers who do not ask questions and express opi ni ons? How
are they to help their students achi eve the objectives of Vision 2020
whi ch require Mal aysians to attain the sanme |evel of intellectual and
technol ogi cal standing as those in the Wst?
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