31/ 07/ 1997

G ving a new di nension to politics

FOREI GN heads of Governnents and M nisters said yesterday that smart
partnership woul d strengthen themnot just economically but also in the
soci al and political sphere.

Representing 10 countries fromAsia and Africa, the Presidents, Prine
M ni sters and M nisters pronounced the 3rd Langkawi |nternational D al ogue
a success, at a final dialogue chaired by Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohanmad yest erday eveni ng.

Ghana's Vice-President Professor John Atta MIls said smart partnerships
coul d show the way forward for African countries that were "being | eft
further behind".

M| 1s added, however, that clear national objectives were needed to
ensure a successful inplenentation.

Jordan's Prime M nister Abdul Salam Al Mjali, however, cautioned that
whil e smart partnership was good, there was a need for nore di al ogues
between civil servants of participating countries to ensure snooth
execution of ideas that have been di scussed.

O hers |ike Professor Pakalitha Mysisili, Deputy Prime Mnister of
Lesotho said their participation in LID'97 was an indication of a
commtnent to snmart partnership as an effefctive strategy for enhanced
devel oprment i n which everyone came out a wi nner.

He said the concept had taken root in Lesotho and a task force to kick-
start a National Economic Consultative was bei ng pl anned.

First tine participant Madagascar, represented by Vice-Prine M nister
Heri zo Razafi nmahal eo, said he would | eave Langakawi enriched and with the
know edge that "miracl es are possible".

He descri bed Ml aysia as proof of a country that had "nmade it" and yet
retained its values and cul ture.

He added that smart partnership was effective in achieving political
stability, poverty eradication and sustai nabl e devel opnent.

One aspect that was said to be "little discussed" by Tanzania's M nister
of Energy and M nerals Dr Abdallah Orar Ki goda was smart partnerships in
politics.

He was commenting on the Mal aysi an exanple cited by Dr Mahathir in his
openi ng speech on Mnday.

He said as devel opi ng countries experienced political changes, matters
that shoul d be discussed i nclude strengthening of civil society, building
partnerships across political divides and the pronotion of dial ogue anpbng
political partners.

Al so speaking at the three-hour closing session were Mzanbi que's
M nister in the Presidency for Econony Eneas Da Concei cao Conmi che,

Phi |l i ppi ne Secretary of Science and Technology WIlliam G Padolina, South
Africa's Mnister of Public Wrks J.T. Radebe and Prine M nister of
Swazi |l and Dr Sibusiso Dl amini.

In closing, Nam bian President Dr Sam Nuj oma announced that the Southern
African International D alogue will be held next year and preparation
woul d begin as soon as their team got back to Nam bia.

( END)
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