20/ 08/ 1997
G ving small Comonweal th countries a voice at UN

Pat vi nder Si ngh

KUALA LUMPUR, Tues - Mal aysia has been asked to contribute towards setting
up a New York office for small Comonweal th countries so they can take
part in deliberations at the United Nations.

Foreign M nister Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahmad Badawi said the request was
made by Conmonweal th secretary-general Chief Eneka Anyaoku who cal |l ed on
himat Wsna Putra today.

Anyaoku, who arrived here last Friday, is on a five-day visit. He | eaves
for South Africa today and will visit Nam bia before returning to London

Speaking at a joint Press conference with Anyaoku after their neeting,
Abdul I ah said as the smaller nmenbers of the Commonweal th did not have the
ability to establish their own offices, given the high costs, the
Comonweal th will hel p them

"The larger countries in the Cormonweal th have contributed towards this
but those countries which can afford should al so contribute to enable
smal | er Conmonweal th countries who cannot afford it to have an office in
New Yor k.

"This is inportant because even though they are snmall they are al so
menbers of the United Nations. So we will consider the request."

Abdul | ah sai d Anyaoku al so asked for Ml aysi an support to set up a
fell owship at Oxford University's Centre of Islanic Studies.

On his neeting with Anyaoku, Abdullah said he took the opportunity to
di scuss matters relating to the Comobnweal t h Heads of Governnment Meeting
i n Edi nburgh in Gctober, adding that Anyaoku urged Ml aysia to continue
pl aying an active role as it had done in the past.

Anyaoku said during his visit here he had very useful discussions wth
Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad and Deputy Prine M nister
Dat uk Seri Anwar | brahi m

"I amleaving Mal aysia feeling very satisfied and am confident the
Edi nburgh CHOGM wi | | be successful. | am pl eased your Prime Mnister will
be contributing i mensely to the neeting and the Busi ness Forum before
t hat .

"The Prime Mnister is one of seven | eaders | have invited to address
the forumwhich will be a very big affair, a gathering of 300 top captains
of commerce and industry and high |l evel officials of Government and quasi -
Gover nnent organi sations,” Anyaoku sai d.

He said the CHOGM wi I | di scuss what was happening to the currencies in
t he Sout heast Asi an regi on and how t he Conmmonweal th coul d nobilise the
tradi ng opportunities that existed in nmenber countries with greater
effect.

"There will be di scussion of new nmenbers wishing to join the
Commonweal th and Nigeria and Sierra Leone who have not been behaving in
accordance with the Harare Conmonweal th Decl arati on and what the
Comonweal th will do about them™"

Anmlitary coup on May 25 resulted in the overthrow of Sierra Leone's
el ected Governnent. The coup had net with condemation fromthe
i nternational comunity, which had called for the reinstatenent of
Presi dent Ahnmed Tej an Kabbah and his Governnent.

The Comonweal t h, whi ch suspended Nigeria fromits nmenbership in
Novenber 1995, had been pressing for N geria's adherence to the principles
of the Harare declaration
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