05/ 06/ 1997

Gider flying to receive boost at Langkawi show

KUALA LUMPUR, Wed. - dider flying, a relatively unknown sport except to a
handf ul of enthusiasts who indulged in the activity in the md-1960s, is
expected to receive a boost at the Langkawi Oshkosh East Fly-In from Aug 4
to 8.

In the run-up to the event, the organisers, Le Proton Linma Sdn Bhd and
t he Mal aysi an Experinmental Aircraft Association, have brought in an
Australian teamfor a road show to pronote gliders.

The Sportavia Soaring Centre Teamarrived here | ast week and were busy
assenbling their two gliders and a tow pl ane when the New Straits Tines
caught up with themat the Royal Ml aysian Air Force air base in Sunga
Besi

Its chief flying instructor, Eddie Madden, said apart from pronoting the
centre, which conducts basic glider training courses, the teamwas al so
here to pronote glider flying.

"Wth Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad' s backing to pronote
sport flying, we feel that the environment is conducive for us to bring
our equi pnent to introduce Mal aysians to glider flying.

"I know that gliders were flown in |Ipoh by a small group of people way
back in the 1960s but we hope we can contribute to generating the interest
and hel p nore Mal aysi ans take up flying," he said.

Madden said they hoped to work with the MEAA and the Youth and Sports
Mnistry to hold denmonstration flights for youths.

"W hope we can cook sonething up with the Ml aysian authorities to
gener ate enough i nterest before the Langkawi OGshkosh East Fly-1n," he
sai d.

The team brought al ong two tw n-seat Czech-nmade Bl anik L-13 gliders and
a tow plane fromthe centre in Tocumnal , about 370km north of Mel bourne.
Each glider costs A$24,000 (RVb0, 000) and has a maxi num speed of 240knh.
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