24/ 03/ 1997
G obalising the SMs

Mari na Tan

KALSOM Abdul Rahman took only a short break during the Hari Raya festival
|l ast nonth to hold an inportant brainstormng session with her staff. On
the agenda was a di scussi on on how her devel opnment agency could hel p

i ncrease the role of local small and nedi umsized industries (SMs) in
various econom c activities.

The chi ef executive officer of the Small and Medi um si zed I ndustries
Devel opnent Corporation (Smdec) for I ess than a year, Kalsomconsiders it
atop priority to work out the best strategies for building up SMs so
they go beyond being strong locally and becone globally conpetitive as
wel | .

"This is not an easy task because it involves changing SM's attitude as
well as its micro and nmacro environnents," she says.

Smidec is reported to be spending RM70 million this year on devel opnent
programes for SMs, which represent 84 per cent of the nanufacturing
sector but only contribute 17.8 per cent to product added val ue.

Dat ani aga takes a | ook at how Smidec, with Kalsomat its helm hopes to
address this problemand take up the challenge of globalising the SMs.

A subsidary of Ml aysia Airlines, MAS Aerotechnol ogi es Sdn Bhd, has
recorded encouraging profits of RVA00 nmillion for the |ast fiscal year.

This may boost this year-old conpany towards its goal of becoming a
regi onal mai ntenance and repair centre for Asia Pacific.

Thi s nmont h, Datani aga speaks to MAS Aer ot echnol ogi es president, Nur
Ami ruddi n Mohd Nordin, who is al so senior vice president of the MAS group
on how t he conpany plans to achi eve that goal despite conpetition from
Sasco (Singapore) and Haeco (Hong Kong).

The exi stence of several nations with the word "CGuinea" in their nane
can be confusing. Wien the Republic of Guinea opened its Ml aysi an enbassy
| ast Cctober, many people mstook it for Papua New Gui nea.

Qui nea' s anbassador, |brahima Sory Camara, takes it all in his stride
and explains that it is because the Wst African republic, which gained
its independence in 1958, is still newto Asian nations. Relations between
Mal aysi a and Gui nea are progressing well, |brahim says, with a visit by

Gui nean president Brig.-CGen. Lansana Conte to Malaysia in 1995 and one by
Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad to Gui nea | ast year

Maxi ma cardhol ders can sign up for a one-year subscription of Datani aga
at a special price of RWO for Peninsul ar Ml aysia and RVMB6. 60 for Sabah
and Sarawak, conpared to the regular price of RW8 and RWB5 respectively.

Those who sign up by March 31 are also entitled to a Datamaster worth
RMBO whil e stocks | ast.
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