24/ 05/ 1997

GM enbarks on project to pronote use of sol ar energy

KUALA LUMPUR, Fri. - The CGernman- Ml aysi an I nstitute has enbarked on a
project to pronote the use of solar energy through its new training
progr anme.

Wth the help of two German | ecturers from Robert Bosch College in Um
Germany, G Karrer and J. Qesterle, GM has set-up a | aboratory that wll
allowits students to better understand the techni ques and technol ogy
avail abl e to harness sol ar energy.

GM's acting nmanagi ng director, Dr Abdul HakimJuri said this after a
tour of the newfacility at the institute.

He said with the hel p of photovoltaic, which is the direct transfer of
the sun's energy to electrical energy, numerous energy problens could be
sol ved.

"The photovoltaic nmarket is fast expanding and it is also generating
much interest in the country.

"I'n order to harness solar energy, students nust be trained on the
technol ogi es to process the energy.

"Realising this inportance, the GM will enable students to | earn nore
about photovoltaic and ways to harness solar energy with the conpl etion of
t he photovol taic | aboratory which costs about RMO, 000.

"Students majoring in industrial electronics could have hands-on
experience with the system" he added.

Abdul Halimsaid the two experts were specially enployed to install and
denonstrate the systemwhi ch conprises four different nodul es nanely for
alternate current and direct current.

Karrer explained that this solar technol ogy could be used for small
houses or chal ets and woul d cost about RM20,000 for its conplete
installation.

He said that in Um 13 schools had operated their |abs with the hel p of
sol ar energy for the past two years.

"This is the first tinme this technol ogy has been used outside Gernmany,
and Mal aysia will surely nove ahead in this field with the partnership

"We have al so brought the first solar powered bicycle which is strictly
for exhibition purposes.

"It is the second in the world, the other is in Um The bicycle noves
when it gets solar energy fromthe nodul e pl aced above it," he said.

GM, a joint venture between the governnments of Ml aysia and Germany, is
a centre for training highly skilled manpower in production technol ogy and
i ndustrial electronics initiated by Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad after his visit to Germany.
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