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Mahat hir-1 ncone
GO FOR Bl GGER, CONSTANT | NCOVE, STATES TOLD

KUANTAN, March 17 (Bernana) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Moharmed today urged state governnents not to inmpose too many stringent
conditions on investors as this will discourage themfrominvesting in
their states.

Wien there was |ess investnment there would be | ess incone for the
states, he said.

By inmposing high cost for |Iand and other conditions, they would get
upfront inconme, no doubt, but then fewer investors would cone, he told a
news conference after opening the Ml aysia Electric Corporation Bhd (MEC)
and Bandar MEC at Ganbang near here.

"States should have lateral thinking and forgo upfront income for
bi gger and constant source of incone in the long term"” he said.

He said if states added to the conditions already inmposed by the
Federal Government then fewer investors would cone to their states

"It is inportant for governnent at federal or state level to be
positive about this," he said

Dr Mahathir said if states nade quick decisions and facilitated work
and investnent they would be able to develop their states speedily.

The Prine Mnister said since Tan Sri Khalil Yaakob becane Pahang
Menteri Besar, the state's income had increased to RW80 nillion a year
conpared to RMLB0 million previously.

This reflected the Pahang Governnent's ability to bring about
devel opnent which was beneficial to the people in the state, he said.

He said the production of MEC goods was an attenpt to introduce goods
wi th Mal aysian brand nanes on a | arge scale.

He said Ml aysi an conpani es had the capacity to venture into big
i ndustries.

Dr Mahathir said if Malaysia aspired to be a world player and enter the
wor |l d market, goods should not be produced at backyards but on large scale
basi s.

He al so stressed that |ocal industries should be self reliant and not
dependent on incentives and protection

The Prime Mnister advised small scal e businesses unable to achieve
econonmi es of scale to acquire shares in bigger conmpanies as such shares
would go up in price rather than stick to their snall ventures. -- BERNAMA
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