07/ 02/ 1997
Gong Xi Raya unique to the nation, says PM

Zulkifli O hman

THE doubl e cel ebrati on, which has been called "Gong Xi Raya" or "Kongsi
Raya", mani fests the unique rel ationship anong Ml aysi ans of different
races and religions, Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad says.

W shing the Chinese community a Happy New Year, the Prime M nister,
together with wife Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasmah, said this year's Chi nese New
Year celebration is special because it nearly coincides with the Muslim
cel ebration of Hari Raya Aidilfitri

Dr Mahathir said it is clear that differences in race and religion are
no barrier for Ml aysians to celebrate their festivals together.

"This high tol erance anbng our people is the key that has enabled us to
live in unity, cooperation and in peace and prosperity.

"These are the factors that will be good for the devel opnment of the
econony and people of all races," he said in his greetings.

Dr Mahathir said the Governnent is constantly trying to nurture this
spirit of tolerance to guarantee that the perpetuation of harnoni ous race
relations in Mal aysi a.

"This will be inportant to ensure that our country continues to be
strong and stable, not only in race relations but also in the devel opnent
and growth of the country," he said.

Dr Mahat hir encouraged all Mal aysi ans regardl ess of race to celebrate
the Chinese New Year in the traditional way of visiting friends and open
houses.

"“I'n conjunction with this Chinese New Year, nmy wife and | are pleased to
wi sh Mal aysi ans a Happy New Year and Gong Xi Fa Cai," he said in a
st at enment .

Ber nana reports: Mal aysi ans shoul d resolve to strengthen further the
goodwi I I, harnony and under st andi ng anong t he vari ous races, Wrks
M ni ster Datuk Seri S. Samy Vellu said in a nessage rel eased yesterday.

He said the Chinese New Year and the Hari Raya Aidilfitri double
cel ebration woul d gi ve Mal aysia the opportunity to show the world that
racial and religious differences do not deter Ml aysians from cel ebrating
their respective festivals together in goodw Il and harnony.
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