24/ 11/ 1997
Good rel ati ons between Chi na and Ml aysi a

Yusof Hashi m

THE 21st century | ooks set to be an inportant era for China. Even as we
approach the end of this century, China has al ready beconme the focus of
worl d attention. Discussions are being held the world over to ascertain
the likely role of China in the next mllennia.

Recently, several Wstern scholars visited Mal aysia to exchange vi ews
wi t h Mal aysi an schol ars.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mbhathir Mohanmad had said that it would be
better for the world to accept the fact that China would becone powerful
and to cooperate with it.

The recent visit of Premer Li Peng to Malaysia is testinony to the good
relati ons between the two countries. On Aug 23, Li Peng addressed a public
gat hering organi sed by the Institute of Diplonmacy and Foreign Affairs.

The neeting was chaired by Foreign Mnister Datuk Seri Abdul |l ah Ahnad
Badawi. It was so well attended that a | arge nunber of the audi ence had to
stand around the hall

It was well worth attending as Li Peng gave a bravado performance. He
was engagi ng and at tines he bow ed the audi ence over with his sense of
hunour when answering questions fromthe audi ence. Li Peng appeared to
want to convey to Mal aysia the inportance China placed on having a good
nei ghbour policy in Asia.

He said that China was enthusiastic to be part of the Decenber neeting
i n Kual a Lunmpur of East Asian | eaders including Asean | eaders.

Dr Mahathir felt that the nmeeting would allow the countries to discuss
i ssues related to peace, stability and econom ¢ devel opnent of the region
He al so wel conmed China's active involvenent in the projects under the
Asean Mekong Basi n Devel opnent Cooperati on.

On relations with Malaysia, Dr Mahathir noted that the two countries
will strengthen relations in the education field.

Mal aysia i s happy that China has established a centre for Ml ay studies
at the Beijing External University. This will stimulate interest in
regional and cultural studies between the two countri es.

Mal aysi a established diplomatic relations with China in 1974, the first
Asean country to do so. It was an exciting tine at Wsma Putra to prepare
the agenda for the establishment of diplomatic relations. | was at that
time the desk officer for China.

When the first Chinese diplomats arrived in Mal aysia a short tinme |ater,
| represented Wsma Putra to officially welcone themat the airport. | was
then the Deputy Chi ef of Protocol.

It was a nenorabl e occasion. The picture which appeared in is reproduced
her e.

When t he Chinese set up their Enbassy in Kuala Lunpur, their diplonmats
were the centre of interest. Their nmovenents were closely foll owed.

| recall the time when China held its National Day reception. The event
was wel | attended. Wsma Putra was aghast to find in attendance a numnber
of Mnisters and other dignitaries. It seened that every Mnister was
jockeying to get an invitation to the reception.

Mal aysia's relations with China had becone very inportant and had
brought into light the long historical ties which preceded the arrival of
t he Europeans.

The Sultan of Ml acca had close diplomatic links with China. Wth the
historic visit of Admral Cheng Ho to Mal acca, the royal househol d of



Mal acca had devel oped cl ose rel ations with China

The visit of Li Peng coincided with the financial turnoil faced by
several Asean countries. It was a good opportunity for our two countries
to di scuss the issue

Li Peng gave assurances of China's comritnent to cooperate. He said that
Hong Kong had al ready decided to contribute US$1 billion (RVB.4 billion)
towards the fund for Thail and.

Li Peng also called for long-termstrategy for closer relations with
Asean econom es, including cooperation in the financial sector.

Chi na has established | ong-standi ng contact with varyi ng degrees of
relationship with all the Asean countries.

Until quite recently, the relations have been affected by bipol ar
rival rybetween the Soviet Union and the United States. Now, with the Cold
War over, the strategic architecture of the regi on has been transforned.

As Asean progresses and consolidates, the association woul d becone a
natural partner to China.

* DATUK Yusof Hashimis a former Ml aysi an anbassador.
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