09 OCT 1997
Strategists
GOOD STRATEQ STS NEEDED TO FACE CURRENCY CRI SIS, SAYS LING

KUALA LUMPUR, Cct 9 (Bernamm) -- Mal aysi a needs good strategi sts who
will not give in to despair in the present stock market and currency
crisis, Transport Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Ling Liong Sik said today.

He said that there was no room for panic in facing the situation.

"We have to renenber that we have gone through nore severe crisis
before,” he said at the opening of the strategic thinking sem nar organi sed
by the MCA here.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr WMahathir Mhanmad opened the one-day
sem nar dissemnated the renowned and respected strategies and witings of
three great strategists of the past -- Sultan Mehned |1, Chanakya and Kong
M ng.

Ling, who is MCA president, said back in 1973 and 1979, Ml aysia faced
the oil crisis and in the early 1980's, the recession, but yet each tine
the country energed stronger.

He said Ml aysi ans have much to learn from Dr Mahat hir whose w de
readi ng and understandi ng had undoubtedly hel ped him hone his own strategic
t hi nki ng skills.

Ling said that under Dr Mhathir's |eadership, Malaysia experienced
i mpressive econonmic growh in the last 16 years and guided by the Prine
M ni ster, Ml aysia had transforned from a basically agricultural econony to
one that was industrialising.

"Al'l these have been achieved through careful planning and bold
i mpl ementation of policies and we can be proud that Malaysia is on track to
achi eve our national objective," he said.

In paying his tribute to Dr Mahathir, Ling said: "Sir, with you at the

helm wth your very strategic mnd and qualities, and with 20 mllion

di sci plined Malaysians all solidly behind you and supporting your efforts,
I am confident, we are confident, we will again enmerge victoriuos. W shall
overcone. .. Ml aysia Boleh." -- BERNAMVA
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