08/ 03/ 1997
CGovt, bosses and workers to hold informal neeting

Ham sah Ham d

IN A nove to further strengthen industrial relations in the country, the
Human Resources M nistry will organise an informal gathering between the
Governnent, enpl oyers and the workers within the third quarter of the
year.

Its minister LimAh Lek said the tripartite infornmal gathering wll
serve as "an informal brainstornm ng session where the three parties can
tal k about any problenms in the country.

"W will organise a Famly Day and ganes for the three parties," Lim
told reporters after visting a construction site in Kajang yest erday.

He said the mnistry's Trade Union Departrment will also hold courses for
unionists to further inprove the unions' adninistration.

At present, the National Labour Advisory Council (NLAC) neeting is the
only tripartite neeting.

It is a formal neeting where representatives fromthe Governnent,
wor kers and the enpl oyers discuss | abour-rel ated i ssues.

Limsaid the informal tripartite gathering initiated by the mnistry is
different fromthe NLAC neeting, which is formal in nature.

"I haven't spoken to the union | eaders and enpl oyers representatives.

"It is ny idea and | hope both the parties will be receptive to it
because the informal gathering will strengthen the tripartismin the
country," he said.

"The Government will inititate nore get-together with the workers and
the enpl oyers, apart fromthe NLAC neeting," he added.

Limsaid even Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhat hir Mhamad has invited
uni on representatives to acconpany himduring his many visits overseas.

Mal aysia is respected by devel oped countries because of its prevailing
har noni ous industrial relations, he said.

Limal so said his door is always open to the unions.

"OF late, many uni ons have come and see ne, rather than tal k about their
problens to the nedia,"” he said.

He al so cal |l ed upon unions and enpl oyers to suggest ideas to strengthen
tripartismin the country.

Meanwhi | e, the Mal aysian Trades Uni on Congress (MIUC) wel cone the
proposal, describing it as a good nove.

"W can raise any issue informally during the gathering and then we can
bring the matter to the formal neeting (NLAC)," MIUC president Zaina
Ranpak t ol d Busi ness Ti nes.

Zai nal said the place for the gathering is not inportant as long the
three parties can discuss infornally.

On anot her devel opnent, Limsaid he will be going to Geneva next week to
attend the on-goi ng neeting of the International Labour Organisation
(1LO"'s governi ng body.

The |1 LO governing body neeting is a normal neeting which discuss the
pol i cy- maki ng i ssues.

"The workers issues will only be discussed during the annual |LO
conference in June, which is held in conjunction with the second |ILO
governi ng body neeting," he said, adding that the | LO governi ng body neets
three tines a year -in March, June and Novenber

( END)



	Govt, bosses and workers to hold informal meeting (NST 08/03/1997)

