09/ 07/ 1997
Gover nnent assunes pivotal role (HL)

Randhi r Si ngh

KUALA LUMPUR, Tues. - The Governnent today assunmed a nore pivotal role in
the preparati on and organi sati on of the 1998 Commonweal t h Ganes by pl aci ng
its entire machinery at the disposal of the organising conmttee.

Yout h and Sports Mnister Tan Sri Mihyiddin Yassin said acting Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Anwar |brahi mhad directed that the governnment
machi nery be nade available to the Ganmes' organising conmttee with
i medi at e effect.

"I'n nmost i nstances under the present Ganes structure, the various
M nistries are already involved. They will now nobilise their staff to
hel p in the preparation and organi sation of the Ganes," said Mihyi ddin

He said all the major conmittees were headed by the secretaries-genera
of the various Mnistries which would now play a pivotal role in providing
| ogi stics and manpower for the Ganes to be held from Sept 11 to 21 next
year.

For exanple, Mihyiddin said, preparations for the opening cerenony woul d
be headed by Chi ef of Arned Forces Jen Tan Sri Ismail QOmar, with al
pl anni ng and costune preparations to be done by the Mnistry of Defence in
col |l aboration with Sukom

Sukomwi Il provide the finances, while the Arned Forces, the |ogistics.

Simlarly, the other Mnistries will nobilise their nmanpower and even
absorb sone of the costs in the preparation for the Ganes.

Speaki ng after the Conmomaeal th Ganmes Council neeting chaired by Anwar
at the Youth and Sports Mnistry in Pusat Bandar Danansara today,

Muhyi ddi n al so announced changes to the Ganes organi sing structure.

The Ganes managenent committee jointly chaired by Sukom Ni nety Ei ght Bhd
executive chairman Jen (B) Tan Sri Hashi m Mohamed Ali and d ynpi ¢ Counci
of Mal aysi a president Tan Sri Hanzah Abu Sanah has been abol i shed.

Inits place, an executive comittee has been fornmed with 15 sub-
comm ttees. Previously, the managenment conmittee had 12 comm ttees under
it.

Muhyi ddi n sai d Hanzah woul d rermai n a Sukom board menber along with vice-
presidents Tunku I nran Tuanku Jaafar, Datuk Al ex Lee and Dr P.S. Nathan.

Intran is also chairman of the marketing and sports conmittees.

The Cabi net had | ast nmonth enpowered Miuhyiddin to play a bigger role in
the organi sation of the Ganes after Sukomwas criticised for the | ack of
publicity.

Piqued by the criticism Hashimresigned fromhis post but retracted his
resignation the next day after a neeting with Anwar. Two days |l ater, the
Cabi net decided on new ground rul es, giving Mihyi ddin nmore power which
made himthe de facto head

Sukomis now left with raising the funds for the RM310 million Ganes and
organising it.

Hashi m sai d his position under the present format had been enhanced as
he woul d now have direct access and |links to the vari ous government
depart ments.

He said Sukom woul d al so be supported by a strong executive comittee
Muhyi ddi n said the executive commttee woul d neet every nonth and maj or
deci si ons that needed the Ganes council's approval woul d be brought to the
attention of Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad, who is the

chai r man.

He said the Sukom board woul d neet every nonth and report to the



executive comittee.

Hashi m sai d the new format nmeant that the Governnent had reverted to its
previous practice of running the Ganes, |ike the 1989 Sea Ganes.

"The only difference nowis that we have Sukom a private conmpany which
wi Il assist in nmanagi ng the Ganmes. The Government and its machi nery will
be fully invol ved now. "
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