01/ 08/ 1997

Gover nnent bodi es get deadline for reports

SHAH ALAM Thurs. - Governnent agenci es and statutory bodi es have been
given until the end of the year to submt all their backdated annua
reports and financial statenents.

Somre of the agencies and statutory bodi es have not submtted their
annual reports and financial statenents as far back as 1987.

Chi ef Secretary to the Government Tan Sri Abdul Halim Mhd Ali today
said the Dec 31 deadline was for the subm ssion of all backdated reports
and not current reports.

The current annual reports, which were for |last year, he said, must be
subm tted by today.

Until the end of |ast year, 148 financial statenments, dating back to
1987, had not been subnmitted by the State statutory bodies.

Local authorities have also not submtted 66 financial statements (from
1992 to 1995) while Islamic religious departnents have yet to subnmit 22
from 1993 to 1995.

"Agenci es and statutory bodies which fail to adhere to the directive to
send all their backdated annual reports and financial statenents before
the end of the year and their 1996 reports by today will be asked to
expl ai n.

"There should be no reason why they still fail to do so when they have
been rem nded many tines," he said, adding that the directive was to
ensure that governnment agencies kept updated and precise reports,
especially those pertaining to their financial expenditures and
per f or mance.

Abdul Halimwas speaking to reporters after presenting certificates to
trai nees who had conpleted their training at a centre for industrial and
skill training here today.

He said since early this year, he had had several neetings and di al ogues
with State finance officers and the top nanagenent of the agencies and
statutory bodies on the agencies' failure to prepare their annual reports
and financial statenments according to schedul e.

The matter, he said, had al so been brought up during his neetings with
the Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhat hir Mhanad.

The directive to prepare the annual reports and financial statenents
according to schedul e was i ssued by the former Chief Secretary to the
Governnment Tan Sri Ahmad Sarji |ate | ast year.

On | ast year's annual reports, Abdul Halimsaid nost of the statutory
bodi es and agenci es had al ready subnmtted them before the July 31
deadl i ne.

He said he was satisfied with the quality of reports submtted so far,
whi ch had shown mar ked i nprovenent in contents and precision conpared to
previ ous years.

It was clear, he said, that all it took for the agencies and statutory
bodies to cone out with their annual reports in tine were greater
di sci pline and conmi t nent.

"However, we have to wait until the financial statements in the reports
have been audited for the coments fromthe Auditor-Ceneral to find out
how they fare in the preparation of the financial statenments," he added.
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