06/ 03/ 1997
Governnent urged to |l ead the way

Fadzi| Gnazali

THE CGover nment, which has been instrumental in the creation of a

Bum put era upper-class group, has to lead the effort in expanding the
nunber of middl e-cl ass Bum put eras.

Mal ay Chanber of Conmerce deputy chairman Syed Amin Al -Jeffri said that
at present, those in the upper-class category are limted in nunmber and
financial strength to make the effort a success.

"There are only some 10 to 20 Malay industrialists. The bases of their
congl onerates are very limted. They do not have the capacity to do it
al one," he told Business Times in Kuala Lunpur yesterday.

Syed Amin was commenting on Prinme Mnister and Umo president Datuk Seri
Dr Mahat hir Mohanad's call for the expansion of the pool of mddle-class
Bum put er as.

Dr Mahathir said after an Umo Suprenme Council neeting on Tuesday that
the novenent has succeeded in creating a Bum putera upper-class who are
very involved in economc activities, but mddle-class Bum puteras have
yet to match the middl e-class of other races.

Syed Amin said that in addition to the limted financial strength, these
top Malay industrialists have to ensure their congl onerates excel and
performcontinuously to gain the Governnent's trust.

"They are trapped in a difficult position. Their focus is nore profit-
oriented to ensure their conpanies grow. Any effort to assist in nurturing
a Bumi putera niddle-class group will sacrifice their top performance," he
added.

Per haps, Syed Amin said, when it conmes to assessing the congl onerates
achi evenents, the nmentality needs to be changed so that the top Ml ay
i ndustrialists dare take on a bigger responsibility in groom ng m ddl e-
cl ass Bum put er as.

"The performance of conpani es owned by top Bumi puteras nmust not be
assessed in terns of profits alone. O her factors such as their
contributions in hel ping other Bum putera entrepreneurs to excel should be
taken into consideration,” he added.

Syed Amin said the Prime Mnister's call shows that CGovernnent is now
taki ng a new approach in distributing the econonic activities in the
country.

Meanwhi | e, | ocal economists said it is inportant that the Bum putera
m ddl e-cl ass group be expanded since they formthe base of the community's
econom ¢ strength.

"W cannot rely too nmuch on the upper-class group to nove an econony to
a higher platform It has al ways been the m ddl e-cl ass who play the key
role. They are the backbone of the econony," an econom st said.
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