18 NOV 1997
Mahat hi r - US
GOVT CAN' T STOP PECOPLE FROM EXPRESSI NG FEELI NGS, SAYS MAHATHR

KUALA LUMPUR, Nov 18 (Bernama) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Moharmed said today the government cannot tell Malaysians to stop expressing
their feelings and support when their country and |eaders are criticised

"We can't just say now stop. It's not possible. This is sonething which
the people feels.

"While we can stop, you can't stop people not to show their feelings
when they have such high feelings," he told reporters after |aunching the
one-vil | age- one-product canpaign and Ota Prefecture 1997 Tourism Pronotion
at the Mall here

Dr Mahathir was asked to comment on the statement by US anbassador John
Mal ott yesterday that Washington and Kual a Lunpur should stop bickering to
safeguard bilateral ties.

The Prine Mnister said Ml aysians have the right to speak their mnd
and express their feelings.

"It is not so easy to switch off things, sonething that has been
started like this. You just do not switch off," he said referring to the
draft resolution by 34 US congressnen asking him to apol ogi se for making
all egedly anti-Jewi sh remarks or resign

Dr Mahathir stressed that the expression of feelings and support by
Mal aysi ans for himand the country was not pre-arranged by the governnent.

"W don't orchestrate these things (show of support). In fact, we have
been telling the people not to have all these gatherings,” he said.

He cited his recent visit to Pulau Pinang as a case in point.

The people there wanted to show their support for himin nmany places
al though they were told to hold the gathering only at the airport.

"But they said we (they) can't all go to the airport and that they al
wanted to gather and neet the Prime Mnister and tell him about our (their)
support at all the places," he said.

Dr Mahathir said the governnment could not tell the people "Please Stop
Sayi ng Soret hi ng" when they have been told that people should be free to
express their opinions.

"As much as when they criticise the government, we don't stop them
When they criticise other people, we can't stop them also. That is what is
freedom of speech all about," the prinme mnister said

On Malott's statenent that some US congressnmen were not satisfied with
the prime mnister's clarification on the alleged anti-Jew sh remarks, Dr
Mahat hir said: "Yes, as much as they refuse, our people also refuse to
accept an order by the government to stop expressing their feelings.”

"So, it's not easy to stop people. They (the US congressnen) have a
right to say sonething and our people also have the right to say
sonet hi ng, " he said.

When a reporter told Dr Mahathir that the tone of Malott's statenent
inmplied that Malaysia has a lot to lose if it severs ties with the US, the
prinme mnister said both countries would | ose.

Dr Mahathir said Malaysia would not break ties with the US as a result
of the | atest devel oprment in Washington.

"W don't want to sever ties with the United States and this is not of
our own doi ng.

"We have already explained that we didn't say those things (being
anti-Jew sh) but they insisted upon doing these things (to table the
resolution) and people feel very unhappy, very angry about this thing. W



can't just switch on and switch off things,"” he said.

Asked how he woul d describe Mal aysia-US ties, Dr Mahathir said as far
as the two governnments were concerned, there was nothing wong.

"lIt's just that this Congress people's (action)," he said.

On Malott's statement that Anericans were being blaned for everything
that went wrong in Malaysia, the prime nmnister said it was not true.

"W are not blanming the Arericans. It is not true," he said.

Dr Mahathir however said the foreign press have been doi ng danmage to
the country's inmage when they reported about the recent haze which
envel oped Mal aysia and other Southeast Asian countries.

"The (foreign) press reported about the haze being very serious but
when the sky is clear, they never report anything.

"In fact, in one day, the report was repeated 15 tines that there is
haze in Malaysia. And as a result, the hotels have to endure a | ot of
cancel lations until next year. So, | think if you want to report sonething
bad about Ml aysia, at l|least report also that things have inproved," he
sai d.

On the Barisan Nasional Suprene Council's decision today reaffirmng
support for Dr Mhathir's |eadership, the prime nminister said: "Again, that
is the feeling that they have. | think they have a need to express it." --
BERNANMA
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