14/ 05/ 1997

Govt nmay appoint acting CMfor Ml acca

THE Governnment nmay need to appoint an acting chief mnister for Malacca to
take over the responsibility of Datuk Seri Mhd Zin Abdul Ghani who is
still unconscious due to a stroke.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohanad said while it is still to
early for the Governnent to appoint an acting CM the Government will
consider this alternative

"If it shows that it is very difficult for him(Mhd Zin) to return to
work i nmmedi ately, we have to find a successor or acting (CM," he told
reporters at the Parlianent | obby yesterday.

Dr Mahathir said he had visited Mohd Zin, and it is true that the CMis
still unconscious.

To anot her question on the candidate for the Donmestic Trade and Consuner
Affairs Mnister post, the Prime Mnister said he has yet to decide on a
nane. "W are still considering. W do you want?" he asked the reporters.

The Donestic Trade and Consuner Affairs Mnister position is vacant as
the then M nister Datuk Abu Hassan Orar has been designated to be the next
Sel angor Menteri Besar.

On newsreport quoting New Zeal and nountain clinbing experts as saying
that there was sone pressure fromthe Governnent on the Ml aysian clinbers
to pursue with their quest, Dr Mahathir said there is no such thing

"W do not inpose any pressure. They do these voluntarily. W only
advice themto be careful. It amazes ne as to why outsiders would want to
interfere in this,” he added.

On Mal aysia's contributions to earthquake victins in Iran, Dr Mahathir
said Malaysia will do its part as usual. However, the anmount of
contributions is yet to be determ ned.
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