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Mahat hi r-nufti
GOVT NOT QUT TO USURP MUFTI' S, SAYS MAHATHI R

By: Azman Hashi m

KUALA LUMPUR, Aug 28 (Bernama) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Moharmad said the government has no intention of curbing the activities of
muftis in the country.

But at the sane time it would not hesitate to act against muftis who
sl ander others or abuse their powers, he told Bernana.

The prime mnister said that after the passing of Prophet Mihanmmad,
muftis were appointed to issue fatwa (rulings) to avoid confusion arising
fromso nany people conming up with their own fatwa.

But, he said, certain procedures have to be observed in issuing a fatwa
as abided by nuftis during the tinmes after the dem se of prophet Mihanmed.

Dr Mahathir was approached on the nufti and other current nationa
i ssues after recording his 40th National Day nessage at Angkasapuri here
t oday.

Mal aysi a cel ebrates her national day on Sunday.

The prime mnister said the governnent enpowered nuftis to issue ruling
so that no other parties would take upon thenselves to do just that.

He said the powers of the nufti were not neant to be abused to issue
fatwa at will by bypassing set procedures.

"But it appears that there are muftis who go about neki ng speeches.
There is one politically-inclined mufti who delivers anti-governnent
speeches, " he said.

He described such muftis, whose salaries are paid by the governnment, as
havi ng abused their powers by maki ng anti-governnent speeches.

Dr Mahathir said there were also nmuftis who slandered the government
for its noderate stand in enforcing Syaria (Islanmc |aws).

Dr Mahathir said there were nmuftis who clained that by being noderate
the governnment neant that Muslins should only pray thrice daily as agai nst
the nmandatory five tines.

"Who says this? This is slander," the prinme ninister said.

He said the governnent would act against nmuftis who sl andered

Sl andering is an unlslamic, he said, and a nmufti who flouted Islamc
teachings no |longer qualified to be one.

At a press conference after an Umo suprenme council neeting early this
nonth, Dr Mahathir announced that the governnent had decided to review the
enforcenent of the Syaria in the country as well as the role and
jurisdiction of nuftis and religious officials.

But, the opposition PAS, through the party tabloid "Harakah" had
branded the prime mnister's announcenent as a governnent nove to usurp the
powers of the nuftis.

Dr Mahathir said as human bei ngs, governnent | eaders were open to
criticisms by any mufti who carried out his responsibility according to
procedures.

"There's no problemwith Miftis who performtheir duties well. But then
nmuftis are also normal beings and it doesn't nean they are inviolable," he
sai d.

He said the governnent would reprimand errant muftis and act agai nst
t hose who have committed of fences.

Dr Mahathir said the government's objective in reprimnding nmuftis who
often made statenents was to ensure that Mislinms were not confused by the
views of a mufti on a certain matter with the actual fatwa on the
particul ar issue.



"When a nufti replies to a query, that is not a fatwa (ruling). But
many people will regard it as one. A fatwa is issued through a discerning
process, by referring to experts and is then approved by the authority
enpowered to deal with religious matters," he said.

The prine mnister said the governnent also had to caution nmuftis who
gave views outside their area of expertise without consulting the rea
experts in particular fields.

By doing so the way they did, their views could be mstaken as fatwa, he
sai d.

"For exanple. A nufti w thout medical know edge should refer to a
medi cal expert,” Dr Mahathir said.

The governnment's present predi canent was that nuftis, when asked on a
certain matter, nmmde statements without referring to anyone aand spoke as
if they were issuing fatwa.

"This, we nust caution them against. If we don't, we're at fault," he
sai d.

Dr Mahathir said he would raise the question of nmuftis issuing fatwa
and their role at his nmeeting with them schedul ed for Tuesday.

"We'll tell them (the nmuftis) we want to maintain a blissful life for
Musl i ms who should not be confused by mnmuftis with political interests. This
is the problem™ the prinme mnister added. -- Bernama
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