22 NOV 1997
Must apa- Pol i cy
GOVT POLI Cl ES HAVE STRENGTHENED NATI ONAL ECONOWY

JELI, Nov 22 (Bernama) -- CGovernment policies inplenmented over the past
ei ght have contributed i mensely towards Ml aysia's rapid economnmic grow h,
Entrepreneur Devel opnent M ni ster Datuk Miustapa Mhaned sai d today.

Achi evements of the " Look East" and privatisation policies had brought
prai se fromworld | eaders

QO hers who visited Mal aysia had al so spoken highly of the effectiveness
of the adnministration under Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad's
abl e | eadershi p.

These policies had brought econom c success to Malaysia at a growh
rate of alnost 10 per cent, against the 2.8 per cent unenploynent rate, he
sai d.

Wth low inflation, these policies had in the |last eight years
strengt hened the country's econony, he told reporters when asked to conment
on an article in the Far Eastern Econom c Review blam ng the various
policies for the present economni c problens.

Must apa said Mal aysia could not accept such views as the sane group of
foreign | eaders and international bankers, who were blanm ng these policies,
had once praised Ml aysia's able |eadership for the country's economc
progress.

He said it was public know edge that Mal aysia's current econom c
probl ems were the backlash of the regional currency instability
particularly of Ml aysia' s neighbours. -- BERNAMVA
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