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CGovt to get design plan in nid-Aug

Kang Si ew Li

THE design plan for the Ml aysia Wetl and Sanctuary in Kual a Langat,
Sel angor will be submitted to Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad i n m d- August, Mal aysi an Wetl ands Foundati on chai rman Tan Sri
Abdul HalimAli said.

Fifty-two environnental experts fromthe US, Europe, Australia and
Mal aysia are currently in Kuala Lunpur to draft the design plan of the
project for the Ml aysi an Wetl ands Foundati on, which is responsible for
under t aki ng and rmanagi ng t he project.

Abdul Halim who is also the Chief Secretary to the Governnent, said
work will start within the next nine weeks.

"W are excited about this project and we are happy the Governnent has
given us its full support.

"Wt are now ready to begin work to establish the wetland sanctuary," he
told reporters in Kuala Lumpur yesterday after delivering a keynote
address at a workshop to signify the beginning of the design phase of the
pr oj ect.

The Mal aysi a Wetl and Sanctuary project is one of Malaysia's |argest
i ntegrated wetl ands conservati on and devel opnent projects, givenits
vicinity to the Miultinedia Super Corridor.

Abdul Halimsaid the project will incorporate the use of advanced
technol ogies particularly in information technol ogy and environment
t echnol ogy.

The establishnment of the sanctuary project stenmed fromthe 1995 Kual a
Lunpur Decl aration on Wetl ands and Devel opnent, of which a nunber of
inmportant initiatives were al so agreed upon, which enphasi sed the
protection of wetland sites, mangroves and the Wtl and Wnders.

The primary objectives of the project and its attributes are for:

* rehabilitation and conservation of peat swanp forest and associ ated
wet | ands;

* integrating environnmental nanagenent and sustai nabl e devel opnent;

* enhanci ng Sout h- Sout h cooperation and capacity building in natura
resour ce mmanagenent particularly in wetl ands;

* establishing and undertaking training and educational initiatives in
conservation particularly in wetl ands;

* increasing the awareness on the inportance of wetlands; and

* recreation and tourism

Abdul Halimsaid the design plan will focus on rehabilitating,
conservi ng and sustai nably naintaining the diverse biol ogical resources of
5,000ha i n Kual a Langat .

"I't will also be a good project to begin utilising |ISO 14000 as a
gui ding principle and standard to adhere to," the foundati on chairman
added.

One of the causes of concern is sand mining activities which have
degraded the project site.

"Over the past few years, there have been several sand mining activities
reported in that area

"However, the Sel angor Governnent has given its pledge to stop them as
soon as possible," he said.

Abdul Halimsaid he has been informed by the State Governnent that some
of the existing contracts for conducting sand m ning activities are about
to expire or have already expired and that no new |licences will be issued.



"Of course, it is a question of enforcenent. | think we have to work
closely with the Selangor authorities to ensure that after they have
wi thdrawn the |icences fromthe conpanies, no illegal activities will take
pl ace, " Abdul Halim said.

Abdul Halimsaid response fromthe private sector has been encouragi ng
"and we expect nore as soon as the wetland sanctuary project gets off the
ground. "

"I think this project is sonething which everybody supports, so we don't
see any difficulty in getting the financial support fromthe private
sector,"” he said.

To date, Abdul Halimsaid, several financial institutions have already
pl edged and given their contribution and "we are confident that nany ot her
institutions would conme forward and support this project”.

They include the United Nations which has allocated a total of US$17
mllion (US$1 = RM2.51) under the d obal Environnment Facility, Bank
Bumi putra Mal aysia Bhd RM2 nmillion, Renong Bhd RML nillion and Hongkong
Bank Mal aysi a Bhd RM600, 000.

Asked how nmuch the wetl and sanctuary project would need, Abdul Halim
sai d: "The exact figure cannot be ascertained at this tinme but fromthe
pl edged contributions so far, we think that we can begin to work on the
project."

Mal aysi an Wetl ands Foundati on chi ef executive officer Miral ee Menon said
the target date for the opening of the wetland sanctuary i s Septenber next
year.

"But beyond that, we will phase the project according to the
availability of resources," he said.

Facilities to be built first will be determi ned during the next nine
weeks.

Menon al so said the foundation is currently waiting for the Sel angor
Governnent to gazette the 500ha "whi ch we expect to happen very soon".

On June 6 last year, Dr Mahathir had endorsed the concept of devel oping
a wetl and sanctuary of international standard known as the Ml aysi a
Wet | and Sanct uary proj ect.

The project area enconpasses a nyriad of eco-systens, nanely degraded
tin mne | and, | ogged peat swanp forest, |arge open | akes and the Kual a
Langat peat swanp forest.
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