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Hasmah- Poverty
GOVT TO | NTENSI VE HELP FOR 56, 000 POOR FAM LI ES

KUALA LUMPUR, Cct 12 (Bernama) -- Efforts will be intensified to Iift
the 56,000 poor families in Malaysia from the clutches of poverty, chairman
of the regional committee on Economnmic Advancenent of Rural and |sland Wnen
for the Asia Pacific (RSC-AP) Meeting Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasnah Mohd Ali
sai d.

She said the Amanah Ikhtiar Ml aysia (AIM had succeeded in reducing
the poverty level in Ml aysia over the years.

Neverthel ess, there were still 56,000 famlies who still required
attention, she said in the "M ngguan Dunia" progranme aired by Astro
t oni ght .

Mal aysia would table the success of its micro credit progranme
i ntroduced by AIM at the neeting to enable other countries to inplenent it,
said Dr Siti Hasmah, who is the wife of Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r  Mohamad.

Dr Mahathir will open the six-day neeting tonorrow attended by
representatives from 14 countri es.

Among them are the First Lady of Pakistan Begum Kul soom Zohrah Khat am
Sadeghi (Iran), Usha Narayanan (India), Vo Thi Le (Vietnan), Erenjavyn
Shurentset seg (Mongolia) and Miiram Akaeva (Kyrgyzstan).

The objectives of the neeting, anmpbng others, were to enhance the
awar eness and commitment to pronote the micro credit progranme to redeem
worren in rural areas from the shackles of poverty, she added.
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