17/ 10/ 1997

Govt to spend RMLOOmto upgrade M G 29 fl eet

PRI ME M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad yesterday w tnessed two
signing of agreenents to upgrade the capabilities of the Royal Ml aysi an
Air Force (RVAF)'s fleet of MG 29 fighter aircraft.

The Governnment will spend RMLOO million on the upgradi ng excerci se,
which will be undertaken by Aerospace Technol ogy Systens Corp Sdn Bhd
(ATSC) in collaboration with the Moscow Aircraft Production Organisation
"MG' (Mapo MG, the aircraft manufacturer and the Russian State
Cor por ati on Rosvoor ouzheni e.

The contract for the upgradi ng works was seal ed under the two agreenents
signed between the Finance Mnistry and the ATSC, as well as between the
ATSC and Mapo M G and the State Corporation Rosvoorouzhenie.

The signing ceremony was held in conjunction with the Prime Mnister's
visit to the TechXchange '97 in Kual a Lunmpur yesterday.

Dr Mahathir was acconpani ed by Defence M nister Datuk Syed Ham d Al bar
and Russia's Ambassador in Malaysia to Vital ay Vorobyev.

According to ATSC general manager Brig Gen (R) Datuk Richard Robl ess,
the upgradi ng of the single-seater MG w Il start in January next year.

"The val ue of the contract is about RMLOO nillion. The project will take
about 18 nonths to conplete,” he told reporters after the signing
cer enony.

Under the agreenment, the ATSC will undertake the nodification work of
the MG 29 aircraft at its aircraft maintenance conpl ex in Kuantan.

The nodification works entail the incorporation of aerial refuelling
capabilities and the enhancenent of various systens.

The excercise will also involve the upgrading of the radar and the
fitting of md-air refuelling probes on the MG 29 aircraft.

In the signing of the first agreement, the Finance Mnistry was
represented by governnent procurenent managenent division secretary, Datuk
Dr Mohd Shahar Sidek, and the ATSC by its chairman Dat uk Azi zan Hussai n.

For the second agreenment, Mapo M G deputy director-general Trifonov
Vi ctor Petrovich signed on behalf of the conpany, and the State
Cor poration was represented by M Skoi beeda Vassili W adim rovich.

The ATSC was established in June 1994 after a menorandum of
under st andi ng si gned between the Ml aysi an Governnent, Russian State
Corporation for Export and Inport of Armanment and MIitary Equi prent, and
Mapo M G

M nistry of Finance Inc owmns 70 per cent stake in the joint venture,
Mapo M G 25 per cent and the Russian State Corporation 5 per cent.

In 1994, Ml aysia purchased 18 MG 29 fighter jets fromRussia worth
nmore than RML billion.

The four-day exhibition and conference on Russi an t echnol ogy
(TechXchange '97), organi sed by Le Proton Exhi bition, Novotek G oup, the
Mal aysi an | ndustry- Governnent for Hi gh Technol ogy (M ght) and Russi an-
based Machi noexport, ends today.
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