18 NOV 1997
Gover nment - Mbti on
GOVT TO TABLE FI VE- PO NT MOTI ON TOMORROW | N DEWAN RAKYAT

KUALA LUVMPUR, Nov 18 (Bernama) -- The CGovernnment will table a
five-point notion expressing full confidence in Prime Mnister Datuk Seri
Dr Mahat hir Mhamad in the Dewan Rakyat tonorrow.

The notion is in light of the US Congressmen's draft resolution calling
on himto apol ogize or resign for his alleged anti-Jew sh remarks and the
US nove to investigate Petronas' investnents in Iran.

Deputy Prine Mnister and Mnister of Finance Datuk Seri Anwar | brahi m
woul d table the five-point notion to reflect Malaysians' outrage over the
US Congressnmen's nove.

The five points in the notion:

* Mal aysia will uphold, respect and practise the nulti-racial and
mul ti-religious principle under the |eadership of Prime Mnister Datuk Seri
Dr Mahathir Mhanad. It will continue to practise a liberal, fair and just

policy and denies any anti-racial or anti-Jew sh statenent.

* Mal aysi a opposes the draft resolution of some US Congressnmen and
calls upon the international conmunity to ackow edge the rights of the
people of all countries to determne their own |eadership and nationa
pol i ci es.

* Mal aysi a opposes the decision of the US Governnment to investigate
Petronas's investnment in lran's gas industry as it violates the spirit of
free trade which is practised by the international comunity.

* Malaysia will strive to guarantee continued good relations with the
United States in all fields and step up efforts to enhance this
relati onshi p.

*Menbers of the House reiterate their full confidence in Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hir Mohamad as Prinme Mnister of Ml aysia and give their support to
hi m

According to the notice distributed in Parlianent, the governnent would
propose that the Dewan Rakyat view seriously the letter dated Oct 27 sent
by 34 nenbers of the US Congress to the Prime Mnister.

The letter accused Dr Mahathir of being anti-Semtic and demanded t hat
the Prime M nister apol ogize publicly or resign for allegedly inplying
there was a Jew sh conspiracy against Mislins through his reported
statenent that US financier and specul ator George Soros by coincidence was
a Jew and al so by coincidence Ml aysia and |ndonesia, whose currencies had
been affected, happened to be Miuslim nations.

The Government al so proposed that the Dewan Rakyat express regret over
the nove by the United States to invoke the Iran-Libya Sanctions Act in
light of Petronas investnents in Iran.

The notion is based on the follow ng facts:

* Mal aysia is a sovereign and independent nation devel oped on the
princi ples of denbcracy and musyawar ah.

* Malaysia is a nulti-racial, multi-religious and multi-cultura
country with the people living in peace and tranquility, practising nmutua
respect and together having built a strong and prosperous nation.

* Rel ations ampbng countries are based on principles of justice
freedom equality and rmutual respect.

* Mal aysia gives freedomto the people to determine their |eaders and
their government through free and denocratic elections.

* Ml aysi a upholds the principle of free trade.

A total of 168 out of the 192 menbers of the Dewan Rakyat are fromthe



Bari san Nasi onal (BN).

The opposition parties represented by 24 menbers had expressed support
for Dr Mahathir but after reading the contents of the notion, at l|least two
parties, the DAP and PAS decided to hold neetings to determine their stand
t onor r ow.

One of the 24 Dr Patau Rubis (STAR-Mas Gading) told Bernama that he
supported the notion in its entirety.

DAP Deputy Secretary-General Lim Guan Eng (DAP-Kota Ml aka) said his
party would neet later tonight to determine its stand along wi th other
opposi ti on nenbers.

The seven PAS nenbers also nmet in Parlianment House but they did not
i ssue any statenent.

The Parti Bersatu Sabah (PBS) which has seven MPs are al so expected to
support the notion as there has been no indication to the contrary. --
BERNAMA
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