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GOVT WANTS TO NIP I N THE BUD | NTOLERANT ATTI TUDE

KUALA LUMPUR, Sept 5 (Bernamm) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad said
toni ght that he concentrated on Islamin his policy address at the Umo
CGeneral Assenbly today to nip in the bud problens that may arise over any
intolerant attitude on the part of Mislinms in the country.

The governnment wanted to act fast before it got out of hand and
endangered national security, he said at a news conference at the end of
the first day of the Umo CGeneral Assenbly session

The Prine Mnister and Umo President said Mal aysia had been successful
this far because the governnent had been able to detect the signs and
synptons of inmpending problens at an early stage.

"We believe in dealing with a problem at the earliest stage as
possible. It is not happening now, it may not happen for nmany years to cone
but before it beconmes a serious threat we deal with it."

He said this when asked to explain why he devoted a |arge portion of
his speech to warning the people of the dangers that would arise if Mislins
becone intol erant.

"I was trained as a doctor and we recognise things very early," Dr
Mahat hir said

As to why he did not touch on the state of the econony in his speech
this norning, Dr Mahathir said he had spoken specifically on the subject
when he addressed the del egates at a pre-assenbly session on Wdnesday.

"I explained at length the econonic issues at that neeting," he said.

Hi s policy address at the assenbly today was wholly on religion
| anguage, culture and corruption

The Prine Mnister also said the government was ready to study the
proposal for the setting up of a trust agency to help develop Mal ay reserve
| and and safeguard their property.

The proposal for such a body came from the del egate from Kedah Dat uk
Haji Badruddin Haji Amruldin who also criticised the formation of ad hoc
conmittees to handle particul ar problens.

Dr Mahathir said at times the role of such conmittees was inmportant in
handling a problem and taking action on behalf of the governnent. --
BERNANMA
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