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GOVT WLL NOT STOP MALAYSI ANS FROM WORKI NG | N SI NGAPORE, SAYS DR M

KANGAR, March 15 (Bernamm) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad sai d today
Mal aysi ans are free to work in any country including in Singapore if they
feel they received lucrative salaries as conpared to their own country.

As such, the Prine Mnister said the government would not prevent
Mal aysi ans from working in Singapore.

"If they think they earn nore incone in Singapore, then its alright,™
he told a news conference at the end of his one-day working visit to Perlis

t oday.
He said the governnent would not deter them from working in Singapore
and simlarly "we will not stop themif they want to cone back."

Dr Mahathir said this when asked for his conments on the position of
Mal aysi an workers in Singapore, a issue which crops up during occasiona
hi ccups in relations between the governments of the two nei ghbouring
countries.

On Thur sday, Human Resources Mnister Datuk Lim Ah Lek urged Mal aysi ans
working in Singapore to return to Malaysia as their contributions were not
recogni sed by the republic.

He said they should not continue to work in Singapore nerely for a
slightly higher salary as conpared to Ml aysia when the republic's Senior
M ni ster Lee Kuan Yew had huniliated Ml aysia

The forner Singapore Prime Mnister, in his sworn affidavit filed in a
Si ngapore court against his political opponent Tang Liang Hong, had
descri bed Johor notorious for shootings, muggi ngs and car-j acki ngs.

The disparagi ng remarks angered Mal aysi ans pronpting the governnent to
demand an official apology from Lee.

Lee had since apologised to the Ml aysi an governnent for his derogatory
remarks.

When asked to comment on Lee's remarks, Dr Mahathir said he woul d not
want to conment on the issue anynore.

"I don't want to talk on it anynore...l want to nmeet ny ministers
first," he said.

Asked on the people's view on the matter, the Prine Mnister said,"we
have read and heard about their feelings in the mass nedia. There is no
need for a referendumon it."

Dr Mahathir said he had not been infornmed whether the Singapore
government had replied to the "aide nmenoire" handed to Acting Singapore
H gh Conmi ssi oner to Ml aysia Vanu Gopal an Menon by Foreign M nister Datuk
Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi whi ch contained Malaysia's official protest to Lee's
of f ensi ve remarks.

"I don't know (whether they have replied). | have to wait for the
Foreign Mnister to informme," he added. -- BERNAVA
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