24/ 03/ 1997
Govt will not inpose conditions on Singapore: Dr M

Ham sah Ham d

THE Governnment will not inpose any conditions on Singapore to nmend ties
with Mal aysia, Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad sai d. But
Mal aysia is not about to do anything extraordinary to heal the rift.

"It is the decision of the Cabinet that we're not going to do anything
extraordinary about it. Let time heal (the rift). Who nakes the matter
worse or not, is sonething for everybody to think," he told a news
conference at the Sultan Abdul Aziz Shah Airport, Subang, on his return
from Saudi Arabi a yesterday.

The Prime Mnister said it will take tinme, though, to restore the ties
bet ween Mal aysi a and Si ngapore al though t he Cabi net has accepted Si ngapore
Senior Mnister Lee Kuan Yew s apol ogy.

Dr Mahathir was asked if the Singapore Governnment should take the first
step to nmend bilateral ties, which took a wong turn over a di sparagi ng
statenent on Johor nade by Lee in a sworn affidavit at a Singapore court.
Lee has since apol ogi sed and made a nove to retract the of fendi ng
st at enment .

On calls made by certain parties that Lee's son, Singapore Deputy Prine
M ni ster Lee Hsien Loong, should al so apol ogi se, Dr Mahathir said:

"I amnot bothered by who apol ogi ses. |f other people want to tal k about
it, that is their right. But | don't want to talk about it.

"As | said, although we feel that it's over, the wound will take tinme to
heal . "

( END)
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