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Govt won't allow US probe: Abdullah (HL)

Vendy Lim

MALAYSI A will not allow Petronas to be subjected to any form of

i nvestigation by the US authorities or any other foreign party for that
matter, particularly since the national oil corporation has not violated
any Mal aysian or international |aw, Foreign Mnister Datuk Seri Abdull ah
Ahmad Badawi says.

Wsma Putra yesterday received an official request fromthe US
Governnent for the visit to Malaysia by US Deputy Secretary of State for
Ener gy, Sanctions and Cormodities WIIliam Ransay, he said.

The request was made through the US Enbassy in Kual a Lunpur and Ransay,
who had nade sinilar trips to Paris and Moscow, is scheduled to arrive in
Kual a Lunpur on Novemrber 18.

Separately, Deputy Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Anwar |Ibrahimtold a press
conference that US officials are welcome to visit Ml aysia, but any
attenpt to investigate Petronas would not be entertained.

"It is our policy that Malaysia and its conpani es have every right to
i nvest and do business with and in any country. As a sovereign and
i ndependent nation, we nake our own choices. The only thing we expect of
our conpanies is to respect the rules and |l aws of the country they invest
in," he said.

Ransay, the US enbassy said, hopes to neet Wsna Putra officials to
expl ain the position of Washi ngton on the Iran-Li bya Sanctions Act.

Under the controversial Act, the US Governnent can take action agai nst
any foreign conpany that invests nore than US$20 nillion (US$1 = RMB. 30) a
year in the oil and gas sectors of Iran and Li bya.

Petronas and two ot her conpanies, France's Total SA and Russia's Gazrom
are involved in a US$2 billion gas devel opnent project in Iran. Canada's
Bow Val | ey and | ndonesi a's Bakrie Group, which are supposedly al so under
i nvestigation by the US Governnent, are participating in a separate oi
project in lran.

Abdul l ah said in light of the clarification by the US Enbassy that the
obj ective of Ransay's visit was to explain the rationale for the Iran-

Li bya Sanctions Act, "Wsnma Putra is prepared to receive Ransay and to
al I ow hi ma hearing".

"But we will not allow Petronas to be investigated... that is the
Cabi net decision,” he told reporters after delivering an address at a
synposi umon Asia and |Islamin Kual a Lunpur.

The Cabinet, at its weekly neeting yesterday, deliberated on the issue,
Abdul | ah sai d.

Asked how | ong Ransay woul d be in Kuala Lunpur, he said: "I do not
know... | did not ask."

A one-page statenent by Wsma Putra reiterated the Governnent's position
that the Iran-Li bya Sanctions Act "does not apply to Malaysia as it is a
US | egi slation binding only on nationals of the US and Anerican
conpani es. "

It added that Mal aysia and the entire international community is
vi gorously opposed to the extra-territorial provisions of the Act that
prescribes unil ateral sanctions.

"Under international law, valid sanctions applicable on all sovereign
states are only enforceabl e when they have been duly adopted by the United
Nati ons Security Council," the statenent said.

On Tuesday, Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad sai d whet her



Mal aysia all ows a probe into Petronas' business deal s depends on the kind
of questions the Anericans want to ask.
"If they (the US) want to stop us, of course we will not accept it," Dr
Mahat hi r sai d.
( END)
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