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Greater cooperation with Mzambi que pl edged

Kang Si ew Li

THE governnments of Mbzanbi que and Mal aysi a have expressed a conmon desire
to establish and devel op cooperation in the econonic, technical and
scientific fields, visiting Myzanbi que President Joaqui m Al berto Chi ssano
says.

The energy, transport and conmuni cations, agriculture, industrial and
t echnol ogy-based sectors are sone of the areas identified, he told a news
conference in Kual a Lunpur yest erday.

The initiative will be inplenented by the government institutions but
the main inpetus will come fromthe private sector. "It is our belief that
the private sector can play an inportant role in the devel opnent process
of Mozanbi que," he said.

For this reason, Chissano said, he has brought with hima del egation 17
Mbzanbi can busi nessnen to establish contacts with their Ml aysi an
counterparts in the banking, finance, industry, agriculture, trade and
transport sectors, anong others.

"W have observed fromour visits to the Economic Planning Unit in the
Prime Mnister's Departnment, the Ml aysian I ndustrial Devel opnent
Authority and the Proton plant the dynanm smof the Ml aysi an private
sector and the inportance of Governnent-private sector relations.

"W were given a full account of how Mal aysia has transforned itself
froman agriculture-based country to an industrial one," he said.

On whet her Mozanbi que will nodel its privatization process after
Mal aysi a, Chissano said: "There is a lot to learn, but we are not going to
apply everything because the conditions in the two countries are
different."

Chi ssano sai d Mbzanbi que's relations with Mal aysia transcend the entire
range of bilateral goals.

"Qur interests are rooted in the pronotion of South-South cooperation
whi ch we both believe in and practise. Hence, our visit here is also ained
at pronoting such cooperation,” he said.

"Mbzanbi que and Mal aysi a have been pronoti ng Sout h- Sout h cooperation in
regional and transcontinental institutions of cooperation of which we are
menbers, such as the Organi sation of Islamc Conference, the Commonweal th
and the newl y-created I ndian Ccean R m" he added.

Chi ssano and his del egation | eave for hone today, after a four-day visit
to Mal aysi a.

"We are certain that our goal of establishing and reinforcing bilatera
econom ¢, technical and scientific ties have been net. Wat is left is for
our governnent institutions and business comunities to follow up," he
sai d.

"I have also invited your Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad
to visit Mbzanbique... the dates for the visit will be established through
appropriate di pl omati c channels," the President said.

Chi ssano said his Government will also be contacting the Ml aysi an
Enbassy in Harare, Zi nbabwe, with a viewto creating "conditions for a
good bilateral relationship." Ml aysia has yet to open an enbassy in
Mozanbi que.

"The enbassy can help alert us of contracts which are "not useful' to
our bilateral relations,” he said, referring to news reports on Friday in
whi ch Dr Mahathir advi sed host countries to verify with the respective
Mal aysi an enbassi es or missions the capabilities of Ml aysian conpanies



whi ch of fer their services.

This is to ensure that Ml aysian conpani es vying for projects or
entering into nmenoranduns of understanding are fully capable of fulfilling
their obligations.

Chi ssano said no Mal aysi an conpany has invested in the country so far.

"We have however established contacts with Ml aysi ans who have expressed
an interest in investing in Mbzambi que. They are | ooking at projects in
the tourism hotel construction and agriculture sectors,” he said, adding
that he expects "many nore proposals to cone from Mal aysi a. "

"I ndeed, a group of Mal aysi an busi nessmen will be visiting Mbzanbi que
next nonth."

Asked whet her the enornous interest expressed by Ml aysian i nvestors
wi ||l pose a problemfor Mzanbi que, Chissano said: "Conpetition is healthy
for the country's econony... | think it is necessary to open up the
econony and we are planning to visit other countries as well."
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