21/ 02/ 1997
Greening the country with three mllion trees by year 2000

Shar eem Anty

KUALA LUMPUR, Thurs. - Three million trees will be planted by the year
2000 under a nation-greeni ng canpaign to be | aunched by Prime M nister
Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad on March 3.

The cerenony at the Medan | daman Recreational Park in Gonbak will kick
off State and district-Ilevel |aunches throughout the country on the same
day.

"Senior officers such as Chief Mnisters and Datuk Bandars will be at
each respective |l aunch to synbolise the Governnent's commitnent to the
canpai gn," Housing and Local Governnent M nister Datuk Dr Ting Chew Peh
said today after attending the mnistry's Chinese New Year and Hari Raya
cel ebrati ons.

"Thirty-three trees will be planted during each cerenpbny to comrenorate
the date of the launch,"” he added.

The canpaign, jointly organised by the mnistry and Kuala Lunpur City
Hal |, will enconpass other tree-planting programes such as the one
managed by the Mal aysian Nature Society that Dr Mahathir | aunched in Apri
| ast year.

When contacted, the mnistry's Landscape Departnent director-genera
I smail Ngah said while the MNS-nanaged canpai gn was al so a nati onw de
effort, next nmonth's canpaign was a governnent initiative that was seen to
be bi gger and nore conprehensi ve.

Ting said although 72 per cent of Malaysia's |land area was still covered
by greenery, the canpaign was being organised in line with Dr Mahathir's
vi sion of a garden nation

"The ministry will launch a national publicity canpaign to appeal to al
agenci es, including private conpanies, schools, menbers of the public and
non- gover nment al organi sations, to take part.

"We need about 15 per cent of the population, or three out of every 20
people, to plant a tree to nmeet our target.

"In the long term we hope to have 20 mllion trees planted by the year
2020, " Ting said.

He said the Forest Research Institute of Ml aysia had deci ded what kind
of trees would be planted, including fast-growing trees such as the
sentang (Azadirichta Excel sa), the kelunpang (Sterculia Foetida) and the
pul ai (Al stonia Augustil oba).

O hers include the nmerawan si put jantan (Hopea Odarata), the janda
merana (Sal i x Babyl onica), the sinmpuh (Dillinia Indica), the janbu | aut
(Eugeni a Grandis), the tecoma (Tabebui a Pentaphylla), the kayu mani s
(G nnanpbrmum | ners) and the kasai (Ponetia Pinnata).

"The trees will not necessarily be ones that are indigenous to Ml aysi a.
They may al so cone fromother countries, but nust be able to adapt to our
envi ronment . "

He said the public would be encouraged to plant the trees in areas such
as public parks, riverbanks, near beaches, on government |and al ong roads
and i n housi ng estates.

Tree saplings can be bought fromFRIMor by contacting the mnistry's
new y-fornmed Landscape Departnent, which will al so oversee the canpai gn.

"The cost of the tree sapling will vary, but the average price will be
RWVA or RMVB. "

( END)



	Greening the country with three million trees by year 2000 (NST 21/02/1997)

