10/ 03/ 1997
Gief-stricken DRB-H comfirmy back on its feet

Must apha Kami |

THE DRB- H com Group was on shaky ground for nost of |ast week for it had
to come to terms with probably its [argest Ioss - the corporate architect
responsi ble for its being.

It, however, ended the week which started with the shocking death of its
chairman, Tan Sri Yahaya Ahmad, on firmgrounds, as it pronptly found a
successor who i s none other than an understudy of the | ate chairnman

The group's former managi ng director, Datuk Mohd Sal eh Sul ong' s
appoi ntnent to the post was announced | ast Thursday and was wel |l received
by the corporate fraternity.

Yahaya, his wi fe Puan Sri Rohana Ot hman and pilot Mejar (R) Azlizan
Manas were killed in a helicopter crash in central Pahang | ast Monday
ni ght, sending the business fraternity and the entire nation into a state
of shock.

As condol ence nessages and tributes poured fromall over the nation and
overseas, at the back of everybody's mind was a question not easy to
answer: Wio woul d take the hel mof Ml aysia' s |argest industrial
corporation?

No one paid nmuch attention to the question early in the week as people
who knew the | ate Yahaya, and those who marvell ed at his achi evenents,
were occupied with coming to ternms with his unexpected demi se.

The question canme later, that the corporation he | ed woul d undoubt edl y
have to continue pursuing his goals, for a major part of those are al so
enbodied in the country's visions.

Perusahaan Ot onobi |l Nasional Bhd rust continue rolling out Proton cars,
I ntrakota buses nust continue to serve the city's comuters as Yahaya had
prom sed, Puspakomis to carry on conducting inspection for conmerci al
vehi cl es and Mbdenas nmust neet demands of its custoners for notorcycles.

These are but sonme of the ways the man had indirectly touched
Mal aysi ans. But still, am d the suspension of stocks of conpanies |inked
to him an air of suspense was there. |Is there anyone who woul d be at par
with the | ate chairnman? observers asked.

But when the | ate Yahaya cane into the H comgroup, to also take Proton
under his charge, the imredi ate task he performed was akin to that of a
new car burettor

If a new carburettor finds the correct mxture of air and petrol for
combustion, Yahaya ensured a correct m xture of technol ogi cal and
financial expertise in the group.

Sal eh had been with Yahaya since his early days in the corporate sector
and was the logical choice to fill the post left vacant by the latter's
death. He had been involved in a wi de range of businesses including those
in the motor, property devel opnent, construction and transport sectors.

Sal eh i mredi atel y gave assurance that the DRB-H com group woul d conti nue
with the plans Yahaya and he hinself had fornulated. "I will continue the
| egacy of the late Yahaya ... ny nentor ... close friend and brother," he
told a news conference called to announce hi s appoint nent.

Sal eh was earlier reported to have had a neeting with Prinme M nister
Dat uk Seri Dr Mhat hir Mohamad and that the latter had endorsed his
appoi ntnent. The Prinme M nister also wote a nessage, anpong ot hers urgi ng
the DRB-H com group to continue the policies and programres that have
al ready been put in place.

Providing a sense of additional security to the group's future was the



nani ng of Econom c Advi ser to the Governnent, Tun Dai m Zai nuddi n as
advi ser to the group.

Wil e Tun Dai mMs exact post and rol es were not defined, his assurance
that he woul d al ways be available to the group as in the past was enough
to cal manxi ous observers.

Towards the end of the week, while sone investnment anal ysts expected
some selling down in shares of Yahaya's group of conpanies, they said
investors will ultimately | ook at the group's solid fundanentals.

Proton cars have enjoyed a prolonged period of high demand and is
expected to continue being a popular car in the Ml aysian notor vehicle
mar ket . Anal ysts' confi dence was al so based on the increasing penetrations
the group has made into the international markets and the progress it has
made towards becoming a self-reliant group
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